
Home Groups:     

This is as an opportunity to connect more closely with fellow ORUCC attendees.  Sign up in the Lounge through 

Sept. 12th to participate in a home group of 8-12 people between Sept. 19th and Dec. 5th.  Weeknight and weekend 

groups are forming. Each home group meeting will include a worship ritual; discussion of ―the question of the week,‖ 

and the sharing of joys and concerns. We're designing these gatherings to be intergenerational and multisensory.  

Contact Ken Pennings for more information (ken@orucc.org) 

Bike Ride and Picnic:      

Sunday, September 26th.  5 p.m. picnic will be the Sheets home, 6362 Goose Lake Drive, adjacent to the Military 

Ridge Trail (MRRT).   Bikers may start from the Sheets home, or come via bike trails in time for the chow down at 5 

p.m.  Bikers may access the MRRT from the Sheets home without traveling on any major roadway.                                                                                                                                                     

The Sheets will provide some grilled meats, a variety of salads, chips, iced tea, lemonade and coffee.  Participants are 

asked to bring their own beverage if the offerings listed are not your desired choice.  A free-will offering will be 

collected for the meal.  In order to prepare meal, it is imperative to sign-up prior to Saturday, September 25th.  Any 

questions?, call the Sheets, 845-5667 or e-mail im1042@tds.net.  

Memory Writing:      

What are your special memories? What was your childhood like? Would you like to leave a legacy for your children 

or grandchildren? Or would you simply like the joy of remembering? It is fun to write and entertaining to listen to 

one another's remembrances. Write a 2 to 3-page memory for each "class" and read it aloud to our group. You will 

receive support and encouragement from your fellow writers. The group will meet at church 1-3 p.m. Tuesdays 

(except for Over 55 days) Sept. 21, 28, Oct. 5, 19, 26, Nov. 2,16, and 23. Contact Ellen Maurer to sign up: 845-7164 / 

eamaurer@wisc.edu 

 

Get Ready for a WICKED Discussion! 
Have you had a chance to read the novel WICKED yet? The novel WICKED by Gregory Maguire was published for 

adults, and it explores why the Wicked Witch of the West was so - well - wicked in the classic fantasy THE 

WIZARD OF OZ. Has it occurred to you that the children's book and subsequent film give only Dorothy's side of 

the story? On Tuesday, October 26, at 7:00pm we'll take a look at Elphaba's story and the society of Oz in which she 

grew to adulthood. Our discussion will focus upon Maguire's interpretation of good and evil in the imagined land of 

Oz where issues of justice and freedom are paramount. 

You don't need to see the stage musical adaptation of the book in order to participate in the discussion. And you 

don't need to read the book or be there on October 26th to find out that the character name "Elphaba" is Maguire's 

sly tribute to L. Frank Baum who created the realm of Oz. Join Ginny Moore Kruse and others from ORUCC for the 

discussion. 

New Offerings this FALL 2010 AT ORUCC 

Save These Dates!  
Sunday School Orientation –September 

12 at 9 am.  See inside for more info. 

New Friends Luncheon – October 14 

New Members’ class – November 7, 21 

       

Worship Talk Backs – are an 

opportunity to share and discuss the day’s 

worship experience.  Held after  worship 

every other week beginning Sept. 19th.  

(September 19, October 3, 17, 31, 

November14, 28) 
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Living Life Lightly, Not Tightly:  Stories of Faith Amidst Chaos 
Fall 2010 Worship Themes 

By the time you receive this, our building remodeling will be underway.  Those of us who use this building have been 

bracing and preparing for a bit—or a lot—of chaos this fall and winter.  What better time to probe the bible for stories of 

faith amidst chaos.  Our Fall series will examine issues of both personal and social chaos, looking for signs of the creating 

and creative God in our midst.  How can we hold onto life lightly, not tightly?  How can we find faith amidst the chaos?  

Pardon our dust, it is a little messy being human!    

September 12: Living Lightly, Not Tightly (WB)  
 Text:  Genesis 1 - From the waters of chaos, the earth and all its creatures was created.  
 Special Music 
September 19:  Strangers in the Land: Finding a faithful stance on the issue of Immigration 
(WB)  

Text: Luke 2- The Birth narratives demonstrate that out of confusion and dislocation, Mary and Joseph 
birth a  story of life.  
Senior Choir 

September 26: When Loved Ones Disappoint Us (WB) 
 Text: Matthew 26:26-46 – Jesus asked his friends in Gethsemane, "Could you not watch and pray with me 
 one hour?" 
 Senior Choir 

October 3: Fighting Homelessness  
Text:  Scenes from the Exodus – an early story of God’s people struggling with being uprooted.  
Tru Function 

October 10: ¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ  (Guest Preacher) 
 Text:  1 Kings 19 – For Elijah, God doesn’t come in the wind and  thunder.  Rather, God is silent. 
 Handbells 

October 17: DƻŘΩǎ DƛŦǘǎΣ hǳǊ DƛŦǘǎ- Stewardship in the Face of Financial Uncertainty.(WB) 
Text: Mark 4:35-40 – In calming the storm, Jesus reveals the uneasy tension between the need/desire for 
calm and the possibility that in faith we will grow through uncertainty. 
Senior Choir 

October 24: Where you go, I will Go - Tending to Long Term, Committed Relationships (WB) 
 Text: Ruth 1:15-18 – Ruth and Naomi  and demonstrate an unlikely devotion to one another. 
 Tru Function 

October 31:  The Power of Forgiveness to Transform our Lives (TM) 
Text: Genesis 38 and 44 - Judah (one of the brothers of Joseph) moves from ignorance and self-

centeredness to self-knowledge; becoming a channel of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Senior Choir 

November 6 : Joy and Respect in a Culture of Fear and Hatred (WB) 
 Acts 16:  Paul and Silas face the trauma of imprisonment with song and prayer. 
 Senior Choir 

November 13: Coming out, Coming Together: The Hope  of Truthful Living (WB) 
Acts 5:  Ananias and Sapphira’s story helps us explore community and truthful living. 
Handbells 

November 20:  Poverty in Our Midst (Guest Preacher ς Kim Neuschel) 
Kim Neuschel is a Dane County Public Health Nurse who has been working our neighborhood for several 
years.  Her work among all classes and races has spawned several exciting projects, including community 
suppers, community gardens and our farmer’s market.   
Senior Choir  
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Sunday School Classes for Children—Sundays, 9:00-9:50 a.m. 

The Worship Center (Preschool) Following Jesus (Kindergarten, First 

Grade): These  are exciting programs that help children experience God while learning about God. They 

use a sensory-motor style of storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experienced, not 

just learned about. They give appropriate freedom, so young children can respond to stories of God through 

continued working with the story figures and art materials.  

The Way of the Child (Second/Third Graders): This is a wonderful, enriching program that 

helps children develop their own relationship with God, providing opportunities for children to experience and 

practice spiritual disciplines to nurture that relationship for a lifetime. After a gathering time where children 

listen and discuss a Bible story or spiritual discipline, children choose different reflection stations to go to that 

all relate to the theme of the day. They choose among the following reflection stations: Gazing, World, 

Reading, Journaling, Painting, Sand, and Art. The Way of the Child is written by Wynn McGregor. 

The Way of the Child and Exploring Faith Issues (4th-6th Graders): This group 

will also be engaged in The Way of the Child curriculum and will be exploring issues of faith and how our faith 

makes a difference in how we live our lives. 

Confirmation at ORUCC (7th –8th Graders): We offer a Confirmation program to 7th 

and 8th graders every other year. We have designed, and continue to adapt, this program to be a relationally 

based exploration of the Christian faith, its practices, its people and the way it is lived out in the world.  The 

Confirmation program is organized around three engagements : The first engagement is with oneself. In this 

engagement, the youth will try and answer the basic questions: ―who am I?‖ and ―who am I becoming?‖ The 

second engagement is with God. In this engagement the youth will spend time looking at/experiencing the many 

ways we can know God.  (―As I see it, we shall never succeed in knowing ourselves unless we seek to know 

God.‖ St. Teresa of Avila.) The third engagement is with others. This is bound up with our whole concept of the 

church as a people committed to God in Christ and to one another. 

Through activities, discussions, Bible Study, retreats, and service youth will be invited to explore those three 

engagements. As we move through the activities and topics, we invite students to choose for themselves a life 

of faith within the Christian church and ORUCC. At the end of the year, confirmands decide for themselves if 

they want to proclaim this faith for themselves.  We honor those who say yes and we honor those who say no 

to this decision.  We recognize that young people live within the context and environment of their families and 

encourage discussion and participation in the process at home.   

The confirmation year will begin with an Urban Immersion Trip to Milwaukee, September 24-26.        We will 

begin our regular meeting time on Sunday, October 10 at 8:45 a.m. Breakfast goodies will be served!  

Our service of confirmation will be Sunday, May 8, 2011 (Mother’s Day). 
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