

Confirmation at ORUCC
We offer a Confirmation program to 7th and 8th graders every other year. We have designed, and continue to adapt, this program to be a relationally based exploration of the Christian faith, its practices, its people and the way it is lived out in the world.  Through activities, discussions, Bible Study, retreats, and service youth will be invited to explore the following topics: Baptism, Worship, UCC and ORUCC, the Bible, Science and Religion, Prayer, God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Ethics, Death and Resurrection, and Communion. As we move through these activities and topics, we invite students to choose for themselves a life of faith within the Christian church and ORUCC. At the end of the year, confirmands decide for themselves if they want to proclaim this faith for themselves.  We honor those who say yes and we honor those who say no to this decision.  We recognize that young people live within the context and environment of their families and encourage discussion and participation in the process at home.  

Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education at ORUCC
	We offer OWL to 7th and 8th graders every other year, alternating with Confirmation. The overall goal of Our Whole Lives is to create a positive and comprehensive lifespan educational program that helps participants gain the knowledge, values, and skills to lead sexually healthy, responsible lives. 
	While Our Whole Lives is designed to be relevant for young people from a wide range of family backgrounds and religious traditions, it is not value free. The program gives clear messages about key sexuality issues. These issues are organized into four broad topic areas—self-worth, sexual health, responsibility, and justice and inclusivity. 
