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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN 

 In The Story of Ruby Bridges, Robert 

Coles tells about a six-year-old girl who was 

the first African-American girl to attend 

William Frantz Elementary School in New 

Orleans in 1960. On her first day to the school 

a large crowd of angry white segregationists 

were standing outside the school yelling and 

screaming hurtful words and threats at Ruby. 

She was escorted by federal marshals into the 

school building but no state or city police 

helped her.   

 Day after day, month after month, six-

year-old Ruby experienced this as she walked 

into school. Ruby would try to hurry through 

the crowd and not say a word. When asked how 

she could tolerate this level of harassment, 

Ruby shared that every day she would find 

strength in God and simply pray for those who 

hated her. She would ask God to forgive them 

because they didnôt know what they were 

doing. 

 This is such a powerful story of a 

childôs deep connection with God. It touches us 

at a deep level and inspires us to seek that place 

within us where Godôs love, grace and 

forgiveness lives. We can learn a lot from 

children about spirituality and their connections 

with God. 

 I also find this story helpful because it 

reminds us that children have a very deep and 

rich inner life of faith. By the age of 4, children 

are intensely interested in that which is 



spiritualðthey are interested in right and 

wrong, good and evil, life and death, and God. 

 And even though children are very 

capable and experience an inner life of faith 

and spirituality, it is incredibly important for 

usðfamily, loved ones, and churchðto help 

children develop it. Why? Jeanne Nieuwejaar 

in her book The Gift of Faith gives a very 

thoughtful and important answer: ñWe are a 

profoundly secular culture. The howls of 

materialism, alienation, speed, and greed are 

deafening to the point that cultural influences 

and peer examples supplant and diminish their 

innate spirituality.ò 

 Through the many activities and 

experiences we offer children and youth, it is 

important for their inner lives of faith to be 

nurtured and given a place to blossom and 

grow. Itôs essential that in our programming, 

we strive to build upon their innate spirituality 

that is already alive and well within them. 

 There are many things we can do within 

our families and households to help our 

children grow spiritually. One very important 

way is to help children engage actively in 

nature. This can have a profound effect on their 

spiritual development. They learn from nature 

that all of life is connected and this helps for 

them to respect themselves and the people 

around them. Iôll never forget one of our sonôs 

favorite activities to do when he was a toddler. 

He loved looking out the window almost every 

night to find the moon. It was a powerful 

experience that filled him and me with awe. 

 My hope and prayer is that we continue 

to tend to the rich garden of spirituality that 

lives within each one of us and we find ways to 

nurture that place within where Godôs Spirit 

lives and makes us whole. May we find ways to 

do this in our homes, within the fabric of our 

lives, and within our church. 

SPRING, SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Our last day of 9:00 Childrenôs Sunday 

School is June 6. In the summer we offer 

ñChildren and Youth in the Gardenò time 

during the worship hour. Children are invited to 

start in the sanctuary for worship and after the 

Childrenôs Time, they will be invited to explore 

and work in the Childrenôs Garden plot and 

help in the pantry plots. We need adult 

volunteers to work with the children each 

Sunday. Instructions for what projects can be 

done in the Garden will be available each 

Sunday. Itôs important to have 2 adults helping 

each Sunday. If you sign up to help, why not 

ask someone from the congregation who you 

know but who is not a parent of a young child. 

It would be wonderful to get some cross 

generational connections made while we tend 

the garden with our children. 



And just a reminder that nursery care is 

provided every Sunday in the summer from 

8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Java and Jesus,  the Adult 

Education Study will continue to meet at 9:00 

during the summer. 
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In honor of Mother's Day, the children 

will share a special song including ORUCC's 

collection of African Drums and poetry 

composed by the children on Sunday, May 

9th.   This experience will be prepared between 

9:00-9:15 with the younger children (1st grade 

and younger) and during the 10 service with the 

older children (2nd-7th grade).  If your child 

wishes to participate in the service on May 

9th, please plan to attend church the next 3 

Sundays so they can feel comfortable and 

confident with the material.  

Itôs also fun to share with you what the 

children will be working on for the remainder 

of the school year in their music time. 

Older Children: 

1.  Focus on the song Kebe Mama - include 

drum ensemble, perhaps a few other pieces of 

non-pitched percussion instruments, and 

xylophone.    

 2.  Explore the "Parable of the Sower" through 

rhythm and sound. 

 3.  Song : Peace like a River (2 part harmony 

song) 

Younger Children: 

1.  Learn to sing the song Kebe Mama 

 2.  Songs: Somebody's Knocking at my Door, 

Peace like a River 3.   

 Song/Dance : Make a Joyful Noise 

CONFIRMATION FOR 2010-11 

 Youth who are rising 7
th
 and 8

th
 graders 

are invited to a year of Confirmation starting in 

the Fall, 2010. There will be an informational 

meeting in September to explain to parents and 

confirmands the program. We will launch 

Confirmation with an Urban Immersion 

Weekend in Milwaukee, September 25-27.  

TRU FUNCTION TRANSITION 

 TRU Function (rock/praise band) 

started at ORUCC about 7 years ago after a 

Youth 

Mission 

Trip. The 

youth in that 

group 

wanted to 

start a band 

and so with 

John Prayôs 

help TRU 

Function was 

birthed. As 

you have probably noticed, we have had lots of 

turnover in the past two years because of high 

school seniors graduating. It is the hope to keep 

TRU Function going and growing. With 

additional adult leadership, the goal is to 

support young musicians in learning an 

instrument or helping with singing. Rob 



Martens and John Gilbert are assisting John 

Pray with leadership of TRU Function. 

 Any youth (6
th
 grade and up) who are 

interested in joining TRU Function are 

encouraged to seek 

out either John Pray 

or Tammy Martens. If 

you want, you can 

come to a rehearsal 

just to see what that is 

like. Itôs a fun way to 

hang out with your 

friends and a great 

way to connect with God through music. 

NEW NURSERY CARE PROVIDER  

 We welcome Devona Gruber as our 

new nursery care provider. She joins Sarah 

Jones in the nursery every Sunday from 8:30-

11:30. Devona is a senior at UW-Madison 

majoring in psychology and acquiring a 

certification in criminal justice. She will finish 

at UW this December but plans to be in 

Madison through the spring of 2011. She is 

from West Bend, Wisconsin. Devona enjoys all 

sorts of sports related activities. She also enjoys 

being with family and friends, reading, and 

being outside.  

 


