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Orchard Ridge UCC is a member of the United Church of Christ (www.ucc.org).  We consist of approximately 450 members from the Madison/Dane County area.  

We are a Covenantal Church.  As a member of the United Church of Christ, we are a “covenantal” rather than a creedal church.  Our commitment, expressed through our church covenant, is to walk together in the journey of faith.   While a distinctly Christian congregation, we welcome theological inquiry, insights from other faiths, and those with questions and doubts.  
The Orchard Ridge UCC Covenant 
Believing in the Creator, in the Christ, and in the Holy Spirit: we covenant together in this church to walk in the ways of God known or to be made known to us.  As a community of concern, we pledge ourselves to worship together, learn together, and work together to further the cause of human unity.

We are church of Christian witness and outreach.  As a congregation, we have a deep commitment to loving our neighbor as ourselves.  You will find us feeding homeless men, housing homeless families, tutoring young people and supporting numerous worthy organizations and ministries.  In 2009 we gave over $77,000 to others (almost 20% of our income).
 
We celebrate an Open Communion Table.  As the communion table is a sign of God’s grace, forgiveness and love, we invite all who seek to follow God and live in the ways of Jesus to celebrate communion with us.  Church membership is not a prerequisite for celebrating this sacrament.  

We are an Open and Affirming church.  In 1993, by a congregational vote, we declared that we are open and affirming of all people regardless of age, race, culture, sexual orientation and economic status.  For many years we have had a group called Spiritually Affirming Friends Everywhere (SAFE) which functions as a fellowship and advocacy group for the LGBT community.   

We are a SAFE Sanctuary church
In 2004 we voted to become a Safe Sanctuary congregation and have enacted volunteer policies to ensure that all children and youth are safe from physical and sexual abuse.  We have established a Safe Sanctuary Team that administers our policies, screens our volunteers, and provides education to 	the congregation on this important issue. 

The Phoenix Affirmations
The public face of Christianity in America today bears little connection to the historic faith of our ancestors. It represents even less our own faith as Christians who continue to celebrate the gifts of our Creator, revealed and embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Heartened by our experience of the transforming presence of Christ's Holy Spirit in our world, we find ourselves in a time and place where we will be no longer silent. 

We hereby mark an end to our silence by making the following affirmations:
As people who are joyfully and unapologetically Christian, we pledge ourselves completely to the way of Love. We work to express our love, as Jesus teaches us, in three ways: by loving God, neighbor, and self. (Matt 22:34-40 // Mk 12:28-31 // Lk 10:25-28; Cf. Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18)

Christian love of God includes:
1. Walking fully in the path of Jesus, without denying the legitimacy of other paths God may provide humanity;
2. Listening for God's Word, which comes through daily prayer and meditation, through studying the ancient testimonies which we call Scripture, and through attending to God's present activity in the world;
3. Celebrating the God whose Spirit pervades and whose glory is reflected in all of God's Creation, including the earth and its ecosystems, the sacred and secular, the Christian and non-Christian, the human and non-human;
4. Expressing our love in worship that is as sincere, vibrant, and artful as it is scriptural.

Christian love of neighbor includes:
5. Engaging people authentically, as Jesus did, treating all as creations made in God's very image, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental ability, nationality, or economic class;
6. Standing, as Jesus does, with the outcast and oppressed, the denigrated and afflicted, seeking peace and justice with or without the support of others;
7. Preserving religious freedom and the Church's ability to speak prophetically to government by resisting the commingling of Church and State;
8. Walking humbly with God, acknowledging our own shortcomings while honestly seeking to understand and call forth the best in others, including those who consider us their enemies;

Christian love of self includes:
9. Basing our lives on the faith that, in Christ, all things are made new, and that we, and all people, are loved beyond our wildest imagination - for eternity;
10. Claiming the sacredness of both our minds and our hearts, recognizing that faith and science, doubt and belief serve the pursuit of truth;
11. Caring for our bodies, and insisting on taking time to enjoy the benefits of prayer, reflection, worship and recreation in addition to work;
12. Acting on the faith that we are born with a meaning and purpose; a vocation and ministry that serves to strengthen and extend God's realm of love.
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