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* OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER *

Women’s Breakfast Group
The Women’s Breakfast Group will meet September 3rd. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top.
The informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics.

Knitting Group

The Knitting Group will meet on September 6th at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do
handwork of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on. If you have any questions
please contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730.

Women’s Book Group

On Thursday, August 12th at 7 pm, join us at the home of Deanna Blanchard, 470 Lisa Court, Verona. Please let Deanna know
you will be part of the group; her phone number is 835-7188. We’ll discuss My Life in France by Julia Child with Alex
Prud’homme. The book describes the self-transformation of this southern California girl with a journalism degree from Smith Col-
lege into a French/American cooking icon. Early in their marriage, her husband Paul accepted a job in Paris with the U.S. Informa-
tion Service. Knowing nothing about the French language, culture, or cooking. Julia immersed herself enthusiastically into the first
two and then the third. Her story unfolds with the spirit so key to her success as a cook and teacher and writer. The book brilliantly
captures one of the most endearing American personalities of the last fifty years. Copies are available through the library system. All
women are welcome to join us. We meet from 7-9 p.m.

OVER 55 moves to a temporary location

Due to construction at the church, the OVER 55 group will meet on September 14th at Good Shepherd Church at the corner of
Raymond Rd. and Whitney Way. Please welcome our new OVER 55 coordinators, Rose Pate and Meg Stevens. Marylin Boyer is in
charge of the September program which will be on our friendly mosquito eating “bats”. You won’t want to miss this!

We are always glad to welcome new members. It’s easy to be part of the group, just show up. We meet the second Tuesday of the
month from September to May. Folks begin to gather around 11:30 for conversation. A delicious lunch is provided by volunteers
from the group, followed by a program on a wide variety of subjects.

We need 6 salads and 5 desserts for September (each salad/dessert to serve 10 people). If you can bring a salad or dessert please
contact Rose Pate, 273-0203 or Meg Stevens, 233-6199. If you wish you may bring a sandwich. Beverages and tableware is pro-
vided.
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Sunday Morning

August 8
9 am Java and Jesus

10 am Worship, Winton
Boyd preaching

August 15

No Java and Jesus

10 am Worship by Tammy
Martens and Mission Trip
Participants

August 22

9 am Java and Jesus

10 am Worship, Winton
Boyd preaching

Prayer Shawls Needed
If you’re able to knit or crochet, please consider making a prayer shawl to donate to our Prayer Shawl Ministry. For instructions
and/or coaching, contact Karen Falkner at kfalkner@tds.net or 608-833-9730.

Get Wicked for the Summer!

When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's classic WIZARD OF OZ, readers got only
Dorothy's side of the story. How (and why) did the mysterious Witch become so - well - wicked?

This dark story published for adults explores the nature of good and evil in an imagined land where issues of justice and freedom
are paramount. The book WICKED by Gregory Maguire has been called part psychological study, part fantasy thriller and part po-
litical cautionary tale. Summer is a great time to grab a copy to take to the beach, campsite or backyard. Whether or not you see the
musical adaptation in October, think about reading the book John Updike called "an amazing novel." And if you want to talk about
the book WICKED with others, there'll be a chance to do that with Ginny Moore Kruse, Tuesday, October 26. Meanwhile, start
reading!

Adult Faith Formation Activities Coming this Fall

In service to the Adult Faith Formation Ministry (AFFM) mission to “provide leadership and direction for the formation of the
Christian faith for our congregation,” the AFFM will offer two events starting this fall.

1) Home Groups-Small groups meet in a host home. This is an opportunity to learn together and connect more closely with fel-
low ORUCC attendees.

2) Talk Back-A place for you to share and discuss the days worship experience. To be held after Sunday service.

Stay tuned for more information regarding these upcoming fall sessions.

Newsletter Dates and
Article Deadlines

Published 8/18
Information to be included
in the newsletter is due the
Monday before the above
dates by 9:00 a.m. Email
items to
office@orucc.org, or drop
them off at the office.

Church Emails
Debbie Bauerkemper
office@orucc.org
Tammy Martens
tmartens@orucc.org
Ken Pennings
ken@orucc.org
Winton Boyd
winton@orucc.org

Y

Seeds For the Next Generation Update

The Building Committee is working with our contractor (Bauer Raether) to
finalize details and schedule. We expect to begin construction in late August.

J McLellan of the Leadership Team is heading up a transition team (Movers
and Pickers) from our church and the Mennonite Church plan for storage, room
use and program issues during construction.

The Leadership Team finalized the details of our internal loan program. More
information will be coming soon.

Ad-hoc mission teams are being formed to address our Sound and AV needs,
Landscaping issues once the contractor addresses our water intrusion problems,
and the selection of Furnishings. If you have questions about these teams,
please contact Doug Piper or Winton Boyd

Invest in ORUCC-With interest!!

Are you interested in lending ORUCC $1000 or more to help meet the “cash
flow gap” we’ll face between paying for remodeling and collecting our capital
campaign pledges? A bank loan will charge us 4-5% interest. Every dollar of
interest paid is one less dollar for building costs or the mission gift we want to
make.

Some members have offered to loan the church money for 1-2.6% interest
(better than the current CD rate!) instead of the rates that a bank would charge
us. This means our capital campaign pledges can go further. This is a voluntary
investment loan program-separate from members’ capital campaign gifts. We
expect to start this new program before the end of August and will use the initial
monies to help pay the early costs of building remodeling.

For more information contact Ralph Petersen, 231-1807
HLHorn@ATT.NET or Lori Miller, 224-1081 laura.miller@revenue.wi.gov
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Prayers: o e
9 For our busload of youth and adults on a mission

trip in Alamosa, Colorado. They’ll lead worship
on Sunday, August 15.

1 For our recent guests through Interfaith Hospitality
Network as they seek permanent housing.

1  For our country’s ongoing discussion about immigration
issues and tensions in our border states.

We give thanks:

1 For Brandon Hayes and the other riders on this year’s
AIDS ride through Wisconsin.

1 For our many volunteers who worked with Interfaith
Hospitality Network last week.

1  For the ministry of Madison Mennonite Church pastor
Tonya Ramer Wenger, who moved last week to take a new
call in Hutchinson, KS. As we give thanks for her
ministry, we pray for the Madison congregation during this
interim period.

If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member
rejoices, all rejoice together” (The apostle Paul in 1

VA
@ Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle

It is important to pray for one another in times of special need
or joy, and also in the “regular” times. We invite you to pray
for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-
other a regular feature of your own prayer life.

1 Leah Narans & Family
9  Helene Nelson
1 Jerry & Bev Nelson

Writing Memories—New Class This Fall!

What are your special memories? What was your childhood
like? Would you like to leave a legacy for your children or
grandchildren? Or would you simply like the joy of remember-
ing? It is fun to write and entertaining to listen to one another’s
remembrances. Write a 2 to 3-page memory for each “class”
and read it aloud to our group. You will receive support and
encouragement from your fellow writers. We will also explore
ways to scan, edit, and use photos in your writing. The group
will meet at church 1-3 p.m. Tuesdays (except for OVER 55
days) Sept. 1, 28, Oct. 5, 19, 26, Nov. 2, 16, and 23. Call or
email Ellen Maurer to sign up at 845-7164 or ea-
maurer@wisc.edu.

Coffee Fund for Sunday Mornings and all Other
Church Events

We all enjoy a good cup of coffee after worship on Sunday
mornings. Our coffee fund balance is at a minus. If you can
help out by donating to the Sunday morning/Church Event cof-
fee fund, that would be appreciated.

SUNDAYS

Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13

Readings are sent out each week via email. If you would
like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via email, please con-
tact winton@orucc.org.

Compassion Offering
Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills)

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-
ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution.
For credit on your church statement, on your check write the
ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward
your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on
your statement.
The Compassion Offering for August is

Exchange Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse

AEvery child deserves to

Last year, 5,193 children were reported to be victims of
child abuse and neglect in Dane County. There is an agency in
Madison that works to prevent those incidents from ever hap-
pening in the first place. Through its Welcome Babyrogram,
the Exchange Center for the Prevention of Child Abuse is on a
mission to break negative cycles and tackle the root causes of
child abuse and neglect to create lasting change.

ORUCC member, Jan Nemke, the center’s executive direc-
tor, explains: “We work primarily with new parents, visiting
them in their homes to teach parenting skills, child develop-
ment, stress management, goal setting and much more. Par-
ticipants become nurturing parents who believe in their abili-
ties to be their child’s first and most important teacher...And,
their children are given the chance to grow up healthy, happy
and secure, able to reach their full potential.”

The need is great and the Welcome Babyrogram relies on
your help to carry out its important work. All of its funding
comes from community contributions like these.

In addition to this month’s compassion offering, the Ex-
change Center is sponsoring an awareness/fundraising event,
“Paint the Town Blue” on Thursday evening, August 12
(Blue is the official color for child abuse prevention aware-
ness.) The center is also looking for volunteer parent aids and
office helpers. For more information or to buy tickets, visit
their website at www.thexchangecenter.org or call Sara at 608
-729-1141.

Church Directory Updates

Change address for Pat Hale to:
Oakwood Village Towers
6209 Mineral Point Rd. #518
Madison, WI 53705

be
needs to know how to nurture.
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@eorucc.org or 271-7212

Nursery Care provided from 8:30-11:30 a.m. every Sunday morning in the Summer. There is extended Childcare provided
today during the meeting after worship.

During Worship: Children through 5th grade to work in the Garden.

Would you like to help at The Taste of Madison and/or the Madison Ironman Triathlon and help raise money for the youth
at the same time?

Our youth group has been invited to help at two Madison events this fall—The Taste of Madison and The Ironman. Our youth
group would get paid $8.00/hour per person. The money we raise would go to support our mission trip for the summer of 2011.
These are the details:

**The Taste of Madison has shifts open for Saturday, September 4 all day long. The shifts are: 8:00 a.m.-11:15, 11:15-2:30,
2:30-5:45, 5:45-9:00 p.m.

**The Ironman Triathlon has shifts (a ton of them!) open for Sunday, September 12 from 3:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. We would be
working at run aid stations handing out food and water.

The more we get working at these events the less fundraisers we will have to do the rest of the year. Just imagine if we could fill
70 shifts between both of these events! We would raise about $2200. Please let Tammy Martens know if you can volunteer and at
which event and if you have friends/family members who would like to help out. It’s not too early to start raising money for next
year’s trip!

Organic Compost Bags—Price Reduced to $4.00!
We still have some bags of compost to sell. The price is now $4.00 each. There is a manila envelope on the table in the lounge for
easy payment. Thank you!

Children and Communion (The Lord’s Supper)

For the last few months on Communion Sunday, we have slightly changed how we offer communion to children. We have invited
the children to return from Craft/Play time and sit with their parents in the Worship Hall in order for them to take communion with
their parents/caregivers. In the past, the children have come in for Communion, lined up with their peers, received the elements and
then have returned to Craft/Play time in the Christian Education wing. Why this simple change?

Each time we come to the Lord’s Table, as we receive the concrete symbols of bread and wine (grape juice), we reenact the Last
Supper of Jesus and his disciples. Through this act of eating bread and drinking juice, we remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrec-
tion and we remember Christ anew.

Children develop and construct their understandings of God with the help of symbols. They use their imaginations (root meaning
of imagination is the “power” of “forming”) to help discern what the symbols mean. When children begin to ask questions about the
rituals and symbols of faith they observe and experience, we know their imaginations are grasped by the symbol and that they are
working to create meaning for it. These moments are the perfect time to tell the child the story of the ritual’s meaning and to tell how
you meet God in the ritual or how the symbol reminds you of God. For symbols of faith to contribute to and enhance the child’s in-
ner images of faith and for adults to be able to share the meanings of the symbols, children and adults need to be regularly together in
the presence of those symbols and participating in the rituals which includes the ritual of Communion. (Joining Children on the
Spiritual Journey by Catherine Stonehouse.) This is an important reason why we encourage children to be with their parents in the
taking of Communion.

Children in the Garden (every Summer Sunday during worship)

In ORUCC’s Vegetable Village we have a Children’s Garden Plot that the children are invited to work in all summer. Meg Ste-
vens, Brian and Rachel Lancor are the coordinators of the Children’s Plot and are working with the children every Sunday. But they
need adult assistants. Please let Tammy know if you can help out—there are a couple open slots yet in August.

Confirmation to Begin this Fall

Youth who are rising 7th and 8th graders are invited to participate in our Confirmation program that will be starting this fall.
There will be an informational meeting for families in September. We will launch our Confirmation program with an Urban Immer-
sion weekend in Milwaukee, September 24-26. We will also be taking the confirmation youth to the UCC Knock-Knock Retreat held
at Pilgrim Center (Green Lake) November 19-21, 2010. Please put these weekend dates on your calendar. These retreats are what
really help us explore our faith and help us make deeper connections with one another.


http://www.theexchangecenter.org
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* OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER *

Women’s Breakfast Group
The Women’s Breakfast Group will meet September 3rd. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top.
The informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics.

Knitting Group

The Knitting Group will meet on September 6th at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do
handwork of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on. If you have any questions
please contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730.

Women’s Book Group

On Thursday, August 12th at 7 pm, join us at the home of Deanna Blanchard, 470 Lisa Court, Verona. Please let Deanna know
you will be part of the group; her phone number is 835-7188. We’ll discuss My Life in France by Julia Child with Alex
Prud’homme. The book describes the self-transformation of this southern California girl with a journalism degree from Smith Col-
lege into a French/American cooking icon. Early in their marriage, her husband Paul accepted a job in Paris with the U.S. Informa-
tion Service. Knowing nothing about the French language, culture, or cooking. Julia immersed herself enthusiastically into the first
two and then the third. Her story unfolds with the spirit so key to her success as a cook and teacher and writer. The book brilliantly
captures one of the most endearing American personalities of the last fifty years. Copies are available through the library system. All
women are welcome to join us. We meet from 7-9 p.m.

OVER 55 moves to a temporary location

Due to construction at the church, the OVER 55 group will meet on September 14th at Good Shepherd Church at the corner of
Raymond Rd. and Whitney Way. Please welcome our new OVER 55 coordinators, Rose Pate and Meg Stevens. Marylin Boyer is in
charge of the September program which will be on our friendly mosquito eating “bats”. You won’t want to miss this!

We are always glad to welcome new members. It’s easy to be part of the group, just show up. We meet the second Tuesday of the
month from September to May. Folks begin to gather around 11:30 for conversation. A delicious lunch is provided by volunteers
from the group, followed by a program on a wide variety of subjects.

We need 6 salads and 5 desserts for September (each salad/dessert to serve 10 people). If you can bring a salad or dessert please
contact Rose Pate, 273-0203 or Meg Stevens, 233-6199. If you wish you may bring a sandwich. Beverages and tableware is pro-
vided.

Prayer Shawls Needed
If you’re able to knit or crochet, please consider making a prayer shawl to donate to our Prayer Shawl Ministry. For instructions
and/or coaching, contact Karen Falkner at kfalkner@tds.net or 608-833-9730.

Get Wicked for the Summer!

When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's classic WIZARD OF OZ, readers got only
Dorothy's side of the story. How (and why) did the mysterious Witch become so - well - wicked?

This dark story published for adults explores the nature of good and evil in an imagined land where issues of justice and freedom
are paramount. The book WICKED by Gregory Maguire has been called part psychological study, part fantasy thriller and part po-
litical cautionary tale. Summer is a great time to grab a copy to take to the beach, campsite or backyard. Whether or not you see the
musical adaptation in October, think about reading the book John Updike called "an amazing novel." And if you want to talk about
the book WICKED with others, there'll be a chance to do that with Ginny Moore Kruse, Tuesday, October 26. Meanwhile, start
reading!

Adult Faith Formation Activities Coming this Fall

In service to the Adult Faith Formation Ministry (AFFM) mission to “provide leadership and direction for the formation of the
Christian faith for our congregation,” the AFFM will offer two events starting this fall.

1) Home Groups-Small groups meet in a host home. This is an opportunity to learn together and connect more closely with fel-
low ORUCC attendees.

2) Talk Back-A place for you to share and discuss the days worship experience. To be held after Sunday service.

Stay tuned for more information regarding these upcoming fall sessions.
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A Bovdseye View: Saving Goodbye to a dear colleague

One of the unexpected joys of working in this building for the last 11 !4 years has been sharing space with the Madison
Mennonite Church. In particular, I’ve been touched and blessed by my friendship and working relationship with their pastor of the
last 11 years, the Rev. Tonya Ramer Wenger. Tonya moved last week to take a new position with First Mennonite Church of Hut-
chinson, Kansas. She and her husband and three children are excited and eager for this big transition.

I’ve worked with Tonya longer than any other colleague. We’ve shared worship services, retreats, potluck dinners and a meaning-
ful friendship. I’ve marveled at her blend of activism and contemplative spirituality. I’ve been inspired by how much she lives out
her values. I’ve confided in her, and she in me, as we’ve faced various issues, challenges, quandaries and joys serving two partner
congregations. I’m looking forward to meeting their interim pastor, but will live with a linger sadness at the loss of an ‘on location’
friend.

I’ve also come to value our partnership with the Mennonites more and more. For those who don’t know, they meet in our building
on Sunday evenings (they are AMAZING singers). In fact, they have been meeting here for 18 years, and consider this their church
home too. We’re grateful that they also made a significant pledge to our Seeds for the Next Generation campaign.

We’ve shared Ash Wednesday and Good Friday services together, seasonal retreats and other programs. We held a joint trip to
the Dominican Republic 3 years ago, working with Habitat for Humanity. I find the people in their congregation friendly, faithful,
activist, and full of goodness and humor (what’s not to like about a congregation that has a softball team named “Pacifists with
Sticks™!)

I encourage you to come over to the church on a Sunday evening around 6 p.m. You’ll encounter a lively, inter-generational con-
gregation spilling into the yard and Friendship Hall. Join in their worship, sing four part harmony with them and give thanks for the

breadth of God’s people. &/

Warm Hugs and Hearty Thanks

...for our devoted ORUCC volunteers that help with IHN and put forth yeoman’s efforts in our last rotation, July 25" - August Ist.

Due to our anticipated construction project we prevailed upon Madison Christian Community (M.C.C.), our buddies in IHN, to host
this rotation. This change in location caused extra efforts to adapt to the new location, space and logistics in their building. Our
volunteers adapted with classic ease!

Additionally, we faced some challenges in terms of rule-stretching and tensions created by a couple of the IHN guest families. Our
volunteers handled these situations with grace and patience. Proof, we think, that God’s will does work through us!

Special kudu’s for our:

q Set-up/clean-up volunteers: Bev & Jerry Nelson, Bob Ansheles, Jack Schairer, Mary Bucknell, Rick Daluge, Marcia & Steve
Sheets, Joyce Pohl and Robert Prugh.

1 Food preparers: Amy Fewel, Leah Narans, Jennifer Jaqua, Joyce Pohl, Susan Frank, Jack & Jan Christian.
9 Shopper: Judy Winkel
9 Activity Hosts: Scott Ringen, Rick Kemp, Julie Luecke and Chris Glad.

9 Overnighters: Gene & Sandra Dyar, Ken & Hope Soroos and Pam Oliver
Evening Coordinators: Carol & Robert Prugh, Joyce Pohl and Pam Oliver.

We are always happy to welcome new volunteers. Consider blocking out some time for our next rotation November 7-14, which
will again be hosted at M.C.C.

New Home For Cat

Lynn Roethe’s former mother-in-law has passed away and the family needs to find a new home for her cat. “Maizy” is a very
friendly, older cat who is desperately seeking some love and attention. Please contact Lynn at 274-2066 or laroethe@wisc.edu if you
know of anyone who might be interested in adopting a cat. It would be such a blessing for Bess and her family to know that Maizy
has found a new, loving home.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August
Sunday 8 9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Monday 9 7:15p.m.

Wednesday 11 3:00 p.m.

Sunday 15 9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Wednesday 18 3:00 p.m.
Sunday 22 9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Monday 23 7:15p.m.
Tuesday 24 7:15p.m.

Wednesday 25 3:00 p.m.

N\

Java & Jesus

Worship Service

ORUCC Men's Group

Farmer's Market church parking lot
Java & Jesus

Worship led by Mission Trip Yth
Farmer's Market church parking lot
Java & Jesus

Worship Service

ORUCC Men's Group

Leadership Team Meeting

Farmer's Market church parking lot

-—

e

Ushers—Need 3 each Sunday unless specified

Pat Hale

Aug 8 Pat Fellows John Pray, Dick Daluge

Aug 15 Jack Christian, Pat Fellows, Bob Ansheles

Aug 22 Phil & Judy Winkel, Sandra Dyar

Aug 29 Joyce Binder, Rick Daluge, Paul Hedges

Sept5 Carolyn Carlson ©, Laurie Irwin & Linda Jones

Sept 12 NEED VOLUNTEER, Pat Fellows, Joyce Binder

Welcomers

Aug 8 NEED VOL., Hope Soroos, Barb McLeod

Aug 15 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Linda Hitchman

Aug 22 Jan Christian, Leah Narans, Jean Rush

Aug 29 Jean Rush, Lynn Roethe(Linda Jones), Barb McLeod
Sept 5 Marilyn Arnold, Helen Horn, Jan Christian

Sept 12 Joyce Pohl, Charlene Gallagher, Helen Horn

Sound Coffee
Aug 8 John Gilbert Joyce Binder
Aug 15 Paul Hedges Phil & Judy Winkel
Aug 22 Ken Psyck Linda Hitchman
Aug 29 Fred Fisher Tom Klossner
Sept 5 John Gilbert Linda Hitchman
Sept 12 Paul Hedges NEED VOLUNTEER
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@eorucc.org or 271-7212

Nursery Care provided from 8:30-11:30 a.m. every Sunday morning in the Summer. There is extended Childcare provided
today during the meeting after worship.

During Worship: Children through 5th grade to work in the Garden.

Would you like to help at The Taste of Madison and/or the Madison Ironman Triathlon and help raise money for the youth
at the same time?

Our youth group has been invited to help at two Madison events this fall—The Taste of Madison and The Ironman. Our youth
group would get paid $8.00/hour per person. The money we raise would go to support our mission trip for the summer of 2011.
These are the details:

**The Taste of Madison has shifts open for Saturday, September 4 all day long. The shifts are: 8:00 a.m.-11:15, 11:15-2:30,
2:30-5:45, 5:45-9:00 p.m.

**The Ironman Triathlon has shifts (a ton of them!) open for Sunday, September 12 from 3:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. We would be
working at run aid stations handing out food and water.

The more we get working at these events the less fundraisers we will have to do the rest of the year. Just imagine if we could fill
70 shifts between both of these events! We would raise about $2200. Please let Tammy Martens know if you can volunteer and at
which event and if you have friends/family members who would like to help out. It’s not too early to start raising money for next
year’s trip!

Organic Compost Bags—Price Reduced to $4.00!
We still have some bags of compost to sell. The price is now $4.00 each. There is a manila envelope on the table in the lounge for
easy payment. Thank you!

Children and Communion (The Lord’s Supper)

For the last few months on Communion Sunday, we have slightly changed how we offer communion to children. We have invited
the children to return from Craft/Play time and sit with their parents in the Worship Hall in order for them to take communion with
their parents/caregivers. In the past, the children have come in for Communion, lined up with their peers, received the elements and
then have returned to Craft/Play time in the Christian Education wing. Why this simple change?

Each time we come to the Lord’s Table, as we receive the concrete symbols of bread and wine (grape juice), we reenact the Last
Supper of Jesus and his disciples. Through this act of eating bread and drinking juice, we remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrec-
tion and we remember Christ anew.

Children develop and construct their understandings of God with the help of symbols. They use their imaginations (root meaning
of imagination is the “power” of “forming”) to help discern what the symbols mean. When children begin to ask questions about the
rituals and symbols of faith they observe and experience, we know their imaginations are grasped by the symbol and that they are
working to create meaning for it. These moments are the perfect time to tell the child the story of the ritual’s meaning and to tell how
you meet God in the ritual or how the symbol reminds you of God. For symbols of faith to contribute to and enhance the child’s in-
ner images of faith and for adults to be able to share the meanings of the symbols, children and adults need to be regularly together in
the presence of those symbols and participating in the rituals which includes the ritual of Communion. (Joining Children on the
Spiritual Journey by Catherine Stonehouse.) This is an important reason why we encourage children to be with their parents in the
taking of Communion.

Children in the Garden (every Summer Sunday during worship)

In ORUCC’s Vegetable Village we have a Children’s Garden Plot that the children are invited to work in all summer. Meg Ste-
vens, Brian and Rachel Lancor are the coordinators of the Children’s Plot and are working with the children every Sunday. But they
need adult assistants. Please let Tammy know if you can help out—there are a couple open slots yet in August.

Confirmation to Begin this Fall

Youth who are rising 7th and 8th graders are invited to participate in our Confirmation program that will be starting this fall.
There will be an informational meeting for families in September. We will launch our Confirmation program with an Urban Immer-
sion weekend in Milwaukee, September 24-26. We will also be taking the confirmation youth to the UCC Knock-Knock Retreat held
at Pilgrim Center (Green Lake) November 19-21, 2010. Please put these weekend dates on your calendar. These retreats are what
really help us explore our faith and help us make deeper connections with one another.


mailto:tmartens@orucc.org

