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     A Boydseye View  

 

     Throughout the summer, we‟ve been preaching on the Phoenix Affirmations, a series of affirmations for 

Progressive Christians articulated a few years ago by some Arizona pastors [See the sermon section of the 

website for more information]. 

     The exercise has helped me clarify some of my own thoughts about living as a Christian in a climate where 

so much harm has been done by organized religion.  An author and friend who I admire deeply has written 

about his own struggle with Christian language.  Reflecting on a 30-year journey and his changed relationship 

with Christianity, he writes,  

     “My squeamishness (about the Christian faith today) has little to do with any fundamental change in 

my beliefs. I still understand myself as a Christian and many traditional Christian understandings still 

shape my life.  But…I find it hard to name my beliefs using traditional Christian language  because 

that vocabulary has been taken hostage by theological terrorists and tortured beyond recognition…I 

would be lost in the dark without the light Christianity sheds on my life, the light I find in truths like 

incarnation,  grace, sacrament, forgiveness, blessing and the paradoxical dance of death and resurrec-

tion.  But when Christians claim that their light is the only light and that anyone who does not share 

their understanding of it is doomed to eternal damnation, things get very dark for me.  I want to run 

screaming out into the so called secular world, which is I believe, better named the „wide wild world of 

God‟ – where I can recover my God given mind.   

     “Out there, I catch sight once again of the truth, goodness, and beauty that disappear when pious 

Christians slam the door on their musty, windowless, lifeless room.  Next to a Christian eclipsed by 

theological arrogance, an honest atheist shines like the sun.  Next to a church profaned by its exclusion 

of „otherness‟ a city of true diversity is a cathedral.” (Parker Palmer, The Promise of Paradox) 

     I suspect his words ring true for the experience many of us have had.  The quickest way to uncover that in 

ourselves is to gauge our reaction when we hear some traditional concepts come out of the mouths of those we 

find exclusionary – wonderful, useful, powerful words like „evangelism, salvation, grace, discipleship, and 

others.  Words that in the context of their biblical use are NOT exclusionary, not weapons towards those who 

believe differently.  But we live in our time and it our place and we know how these words have been  

co-opted.   

     The same writer quoted above, Parker Palmer, coined another very useful phrase – “standing in the tragic 

gap” – or “living between reality and possibility, between what is and what could and should be...If we are 

willing to actively „hang in there‟ with (others) holding unresolved tension between reality and possibility and 

inviting something new into being – we have a chance to participate in the evolution of a better real-

ity.” (Promise of Paradox) 

     Maybe as progressive Christians, this is what we do – hold the space and live in the tension for an ever 

more creative understanding of faith.  We bring our whole lives to bear on the universal truth of faith and the 

particular path called Christianity.  Living as agnostics, as Zen Buddhist Christians, as Gardener Christians, as 

Christians in progress, lovers of culture and lovers of faith, as people of faith in a world torn apart by faith – 

we stand as witnesses to both reality and possibility.  We hold space for ourselves and others who need space 

to make sense of the craziness of their lives; who need and long for the experience of grace (even if they don‟t 

call it that);  who find in our love incarnation – a concept hard to explain but easy to know when we see it;  

and who will benefit from our collective willingness to point to a light in the darkness.   
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to Justice.ó 

Sunday Morning      

 

July 18 

9 am Java and Jesus 

10 am Worship, Winton 

Boyd preaching 

July 25 

9 am Java and Jesus 

10 am Worship, Winton 

Boyd preaching 

August 1 

9 am Java and Jesus 

10 am Worship, Ken  

Pennings preaching 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 

 

August 4 and 18 

 

Information to be included 

in the newsletter is due the 

Monday before by  9:00 

a.m. Email items to  

office@orucc.org, or drop 

them off at the office. 

 

Church Emails 

Debbie Bauerkemper 

office@orucc.org 

Tammy Martens 

tmartens@orucc.org 

Ken Pennings 

ken@orucc.org 

Winton Boyd 

winton@orucc.org 
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By unanimous vote at a congregational meeting, the proposal to 

move forward with our building remodeling plan was approved on 

Sunday, July 11. More information on the plan can be found on the 

church website (www.orucc.org). We expect construction to begin in 

late September or October (although is still tentative). Many thanks 

to all our leaders who have been working hard to  

finalize details and presentations. 

Our Next IHN Rotation is July 25th to August 1st  
 

In anticipation of our “Seeds for the next Generation” renovation project here at ORUCC, the 

Madison Christian Community (Advent Lutheran and Community of Hope churches) has 

agreed to utilize their facility for IHN in place of our church.  However, we and our buddy 

churches will still be responsible for “staffing” the same volunteer positions as we have in the 

past. 

 

We have typically staffed the Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays of our IHN week, as well as 

set-up and clean-up.  While we will be working in a different church for the upcoming IHN, our 

duties are essentially unchanged!  Here is what we still need: 

Sunday, July 25th:  Set-up at 11:00 a.m.  

Tuesday, July 27th: 

Shopper, anytime. 

Meal preparation: Beverages. At church by 5:30. 

Activity and nursery hosts, 6:30 – 8:30 

Overnight Hosts, 8:30 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

Thursday, July 29th:  

Shopper, anytime. 

Activity and nursery hosts, 6:30 – 8:30 

Overnight Hosts, 8:30 p.m. to 7:00. a.m. 

Saturday, July 31: 

Meal preparation, suggested menu: Main Course; tacos, side dish-fruit and 

dessert. At church by 5:30 p.m. 

Church host, 6:30 to 8:30, supervise activities or show a movie 

Overnight hosts, 8:30 p.m. to 7:00. a.m. 

Sunday, August 1st: clean-up, 7:15 a.m. 

 

Sign-up sheets are now posted in the hallway near the kitchen, of express your interest 

to Steve Sheets, 845-5667 or im1042@tds.net. 
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Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle 

                                Tree of Life 
Prayers: 

¶ For Tamiko Lemon, who is recovering from a 

broken ankle 

¶ For Laurie Irwin, who is recovering from knee surgery. 

¶ For our 10 families, who are at Moon Beach Camp this 

week for Family Camp, and for their safe return. 

 

Prayers of Joy: 

¶ For Sam Stretchberry‟s visit with the orthopedic surgeon 

revealed that his spine is straight. The scoliosis has 

corrected itself! 

¶ For Linda Jones, who celebrated her 50th birthday on July 

9th. 

 

If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member 

rejoices, all rejoice together” (The apostle Paul in 1 

Corinthians) 

 It is important to pray for one another in times of special need 

or joy, and also in the “regular” times. We invite you to pray 

for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-

other a regular feature of your own prayer life. 

¶ Lori Miller 

¶ Jean Morris 

¶ Dave & Beth Myers 

Compassion Offering 
     Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills) 

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-

ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution. 

For credit on your church statement, on your check write the 

ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward 

your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on 

your statement. 

 

The Compassion Offering for July is  

The Ministry of Rev. Benson Kishoyian 

 

     For approximately ten years, ORUCC has had an associa-

tion with Rev. Benson Kishoyian of Athi River, Kenya (near 

Nairobi).  He visited our church for several weeks and was a 

guest in church families‟ homes.  

     We have maintained our connection with him, thanks pri-

marily to Benson‟s correspondence with Bernie and Jim Trei-

chel.   

     Rev. Benson lives near Kenya‟s capital and works in the 

Conference office, and he also serves eight churches in the 

nearby Ngong Hills, one of the poorest areas of Africa.  In the 

civil unrest that Kenya is experiencing, many people whose 

homes have been destroyed by the violence have come to 

these poor churches for shelter and food.  The churches do 

what they can, but the needs are great and the churches‟ re-

sources are meager.  These churches will much appreciate 

what we can share with them. 

SUNDAYS 

 Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13 
 

For the rest of the summer Java and Jesus will focus on the 

“Big Questions” essays from the Templeton Foundation, 

which serves as a philanthropic catalyst for discoveries re-

lating to the Bug Questions of human purpose and ultimate 

reality. They support research on subjects ranging from 

complexity, evolution, and infinity to creativity, forgive-

ness, love, and free will. They encourage civil, informed 

dialogue among scientists, philosophers, and theologians 

and between such experts and the public at large, for the 

purposes of definitional clarity and new insights. For more 

information, go to www.templeton.org/signature-programs/

big-questions-essay-series. 

    Readings are sent out each week via email. If you 

would like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via email, 

please contact winton@orucc.org. 

Church Directory Updates 
Change email address for Ann Haase Kehl to:  

 achaasek@gmail.com 

Thank Youôs 

 
Thank you for the cards and visits from members of the  

congregation. 

     Ruth Ley 

 

Just a note to say thanks ever so much for the many notes of 

cheer and hope for both Vern and I. We are ever so thankful for 

the support and prayers and just hearing from you. Know that 

you are loved and appreciated. 

     Ruthann and Vern Reed 

Please Join in the Celebration of the Life of  

Harry Stroebe 
     There will be a celebration of Harry Stroebe‟s life on July 

31st at Hawk‟s Landing, 88 Hawk‟s Landing Circle, off Mid-

town Rd., Verona, from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.  

     Memorial gifts may be made to Hospice Care, 5395 Cheryl 

Parkway, Madison 53711 or Orchard Ridge United Church of 

Christ.  
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In issues of The Communion, you've read articles about our congregation's long-time members. The ORUCC members being inter-

viewed this year probably have only one thing in common. They joined our church during the 1950s or 1960s. Other than that, they 

lead individually interesting lives. Most are actively involved in ORUCC in more than one or two ways. From now on you'll read 

articles based upon interviews conducted by Bobbi Dumas, Sandra Dyar, Ginny Moore Kruse, Ruthanne Landsness, Jeanne 

McLellan and Dianne Stevens. You're invited to contact Ginny (gmkruse@wisc.edu) if you want to become one of the writers in-

volved in this Congregational Life Ministry. 

 

                   MEET LONG -TIME ORUCC MEMBERS  

    

                                                         GENE AND SANDRA DYAR 

 

     Gene and Sandra Dyar joined Orchard Ridge Church in 1968, and immediately they became mem-

bers of the choir. They‟re still here, and they‟re still singing in the choir, too.  You can also hear them in 

our Bell Choir, and they both participate in the Tuesday evening Bible Study.  Sandra is active in the 

Wednesday afternoon Women‟s Group, the Quilting Group and the Women‟s Book Group. Gene chairs 

the Ministry of Congregational Life.  Gene has been a member of almost every board, and he served as 

Moderator in 1979.  For several years he taught Sunday School, and he even mowed the church lawn one summer!  He and Sandra 

led a middle school youth group for 3 years.  For eight years Sandra wrote the church newsletter, and later she served as Clerk for the 

duration of eight years.  For thirty years she accompanied the various youth choirs.   

     During WWII Gene‟s father served in England until Gene was nineteen months old, which was when he saw Gene for the first 

time.  Sandra‟s dad fought in Europe from her fifth month to when she was sixteen months old.  After the war, Gene‟s father prac-

ticed Law, Sandra‟s father was a middle school teacher, and her mother was a piano teacher.  Gene and Sandra became acquainted 

during sixth grade in Decatur, Illinois.  Sandra claims that she noticed Gene before he got around to paying attention to girls. They 

were in the same college-bound classes at school, and, indeed, each was bound for college: Sandra to the University of Illinois – 

Champaign/Urbana majoring in the teaching of English & Speech; and Gene to Eureka College where he became a Chemistry major.  

Gene had asked Sandra to go to the high school senior prom, and so throughout their college years, they dated when possible and 

corresponded regularly.  Gene gave Sandra an engagement ring during a baseball game, a double header at that! She smiles while 

observing that “I knew what I was getting into” when she said yes to the love of her life who also had a life-long love of baseball.  

The Dyars were married during Sandra‟s second year of teaching high school English in Springfield, Illinois.  They moved to Cham-

paign where Gene was working on a graduate degree in Biophysics.  Sandra typed his Master‟s thesis on a portable manual type-

writer.  When Gene wasn‟t in class or at the lab, he cleaned apartment ovens and refrigerators.  Son John was born after the Dyars 

moved to Madison where Gene had landed a position as a V. A. Hospital lab research scientist studying metabolism.  Sons Carl and 

Scott were born here, too.  When Scott entered kindergarten in 1986, Sandra became an English Department substitute teacher in 

Verona High School. Her expanding knowledge of the entire English curriculum made her an asset for all involved.  By the time San-

dra retired in 2005, she had witnessed much change. For example, the school went from 200 to 1,200 students, and few students 

seemed to eat with or spend time with their families at night.  Gene spent the latter part of his career in safety & environmental 

health.  He retired in 2001, having bicycled to campus on a regular basis after finding out one night during choir practice that Deane 

Arny biked to campus all year long.   

     Gene has been a baseball fan since boyhood, and over the years he has coached many baseball teams.  He gardens, reads nonfic-

tion and listens to big band jazz.  He and Sandra each read the morning paper from cover to cover, and then they talk over the news. 

They like camping vacations.  Sandra enjoys singing and playing the piano and the dulcimer.  Because of her love of reading, she 

calls herself a “bookworm.”  She grows houseplants, knits, embroiders and bakes bread.  She even makes juice from the Concord 

grapes on the vines flourishing behind their house.  According to Gene, Sandra is known as a very good cook, remembered by many 

because of the chili dinner she turns out each December for the baseball team he coaches. Sandra cans and freezes up to twenty dif-

ferent foods grown in their garden. “You get a flower that blooms and is beautiful, and then you get something to eat, too,” Gene 

remarks.  

     Together Gene and Sandra live in the only house they ever purchased. That was in 1972. There they‟ve created a balanced, gener-

ous, harmonious life centered upon their family and their church.  After Carl was born, he didn‟t thrive and so hospitalization became 

necessary.  Gene experienced serious health challenges then, too. Sandra and Gene recall that the church “really came through” then 

for them at that time.  Forty-two years ago the Dyars joined our congregation because the church was conveniently located and lib-

eral.  Now they also value the memory that “so many of the men at church became nurturing role models for our boys.”  Gene and 

Sandra participate here with joy, saying that “when you give, you always get more back.”  As a congregation, we benefit from all that 

Gene and Sandra Dyar continue to share within our community of faith. 

Written by Ginny Moore Kruse 

mailto:gmkruse@wisc.edu
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              OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER  

How important is an usher? 

 
     It seems like a rather simple and unspectacular task here at church.  Yet, our ushers are among the first and most important peo-

ple to us on Sunday mornings.  Of course they hand out bulletins, take the offering, serve communion and help clean up after wor-

ship.  More importantly, however, they provide guidance, direction and welcome to visitors and guests.  Did you know that most 

people decide within 5 minutes of entering a church building whether or not they will come back.  Long before worship starts or a 

sermon is preached!  Welcomers and ushers are key in our ministry of hospitality. 

     Would you like to be a part of this ministry?  If so, we can add you to the schedule that will come out in January of 

2011.  We could use a few more.  Please contact Pat Fellows oregon1@tds.net if you have interest.    

Womenôs Breakfast Group 
     The Women‟s Breakfast Group will meet August 6th. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top. The 

informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics. 

Knitting Group  
     The Knitting Group will meet on August 2nd at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do hand-

work of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on.  If you have any questions please 

contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730. 

Womenôs Book Group 
     On Thursday, August 12th at 7 pm, join us at the home of Deanna Blanchard, 470 Lisa Court, Verona. Please let Deanna know 

you will be part of the group; her phone number is 835-7188. We‟ll discuss  My Life in France by Julia Child with Alex  

Prud‟homme. The book describes the self-transformation of this southern California girl with a journalism degree from Smith Col-

lege into a French/American cooking icon. Early in their marriage, her husband Paul accepted a job in Paris with the U.S. Informa-

tion Service. Knowing nothing about the French language, culture, or cooking. Julia immersed herself enthusiastically into the first 

two and then the third. Her story unfolds with the spirit so key to her success as a cook and teacher and writer. The book brilliantly 

captures one of the most endearing American personalities of the last fifty years. Copies are available through the library system. All 

women are welcome to join us. We meet from 7-9 p.m. 

Adult Faith Formation Activities Coming this Fall  
     In service to the Adult Faith Formation Ministry (AFFM) mission to provide leadership and direction for the formation of the 

Christian faith for our congregation, the AFFM will offer two events starting this fall. 

     1) Home Groups-Small groups meet in a host home to discuss an essential question. This is an opportunity to learn together and 

connect more closely with fellow ORUCC attendees. 

     2) Talk Back-A place for you to share and discuss the days worship experience. To be held after Sunday service. 

     The Adult Faith Formation Ministry is thrilled to be able to offer these sessions to our congregation. Stay tuned for more  

information regarding these upcoming fall sessions. 
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Summer Worship Themes: The Phoenix Affirmations:  A number of years ago, a group of clergy in the Phoenix AZ 

area put together a set of affirmations that they felt better represented their understanding of the Christian faith than some of the 

public pronouncements typically heard when a ―Christian voice is presented. All three pastors will explore these affirmations 

this summer in hopes that together we might find useful and thoughtful ways to express our vibrant, joyfully alive faith!   We‟ll 

explore one of the 12 affirmations each Sunday.  

As people who are joyfully and unapologetically Christian, we pledge ourselves completely to the way of Love. We work to 

express our love, as Jesus teaches us, in three ways: by loving God, neighbor, and self. This includes the following affirma-

tions:  

  

July 18: Engaging people authentically, as Jesus did, treating all as creations made in God‟s very image, regardless of race, 

gender, sexual orientation, age, physical or mental ability, nationality, or economic class (WB) 

 July 25: Standing, as Jesus does, with the outcast and oppressed, the denigrated and afflicted, seeking peace and justice with or 

without the support of others (WB)  

August 1: Walking humbly with God, acknowledging our own shortcomings while honestly seeking to understand and call 

forth the best in others, including those who consider us their enemies (KP)  

August 8: Preserving religious freedom and the Church‟s ability to speak prophetically to government by resisting the commin-

gling of Church and State (WB)  

August 15: ORUCC Youth Mission Trip participants lead worship  

August 22: Claiming the sacredness of both our minds and our hearts, recognizing that faith and science, doubt and belief serve 

the pursuit of truth (WB)  

August 29: Acting on the faith that we are born with a meaning and purpose; a vocation and ministry that serves to strengthen 

and extend God‟s realm of love (TM)  

September 5: Caring for our bodies, and insisting on taking time to enjoy the benefits of prayer, reflection, worship and recrea-

tion in addition to work (WB)  

                                                    The Green Corner 

 
                                 CON-GREEN-TULATIONS, ORUCC!  

                                     GREEN THOUGHT FOR THE DAY :   

 

We did it!  On July 11, the congregation approved a major building remodeling contract.   This project will “green our church” in 

significant ways.  It‟s the right thing to do on principle – and it will also save money – maybe 30% of our bill or more!  Some key 

features are: 

1. Installing new energy-efficient windows 

2. Replacing our very-old boiler with two smaller high-efficiency boilers so that only one needs to run for cool spring or fall 

weather 

3. Using 100% of the capacity of our current efficient air conditioning system, in more of the building 

4. Using “zones” for heating & air-conditioning, not wasting energy in areas not in use 

5. Installing new, fluorescent lighting which is much more energy-efficient 

6. With an active ventilation system, pulling outside air of the desired temperature into the building, rather than heating or cooling 

the air in the building 

7. Adding a solar hot water heater with a 10-12 year payback on energy costs 

8. Refurbishing and re-using materials (like most of our current interior doors) and using natural materials where we can 

9. Preferring products from close to home to reduce the fuel/costs of their transport to us (e.g. labyrinth carpet cut in Madison, 

Kohler plumbing fixtures from Wisconsin) 

10. Considering how other fixtures can be environmentally sound – like water-saving toilets. 
Bringing nature into our worship hall with a bigger view to outdoors, as we worship the Creator of all life. 

 GREEN ACTION IDEAS:  (1) Continue to support he work to “green our building.”  (2)  Consider how you can help “green” 

other buildings in your life – your home and your workplace, for example.   

mailto:oregon1@tds.net


    July

Sunday 18 9:00 a.m. Java & Jesus

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday 21 3:00 p.m. Farmer's Market church parking lot

Sunday 25 9:00 a.m. Java & Jesus

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 26 7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Tuesday 27 7:15 p.m. Leadership Team Meeting

Wednesday 28 3:00 p.m. Farmer's Market church parking lot

    August

Sunday 1 9:00 a.m. Java & Jesus

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Wednesday 4 3:00 p.m. Farmer's Market church parking lot

7:00 p.m. Christian Witness & Service Meeting

Sunday 8 9:00 a.m. Java & Jesus

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 9 7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Wednesday 11 3:00 p.m. Farmer's Market church parking lot

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 18 Lyn Laurion, Marilyn Arnold, Jerry Nelson 

July 25 Bernie & Jim Treichel, Rosemary Stare 

Aug 1 Dick & Lois Rossmiller ©, Steve Sheets 

Aug 8 NEED VOLUNTEER, John Pray, Dick Daluge 

Aug 15 Jack Christian, Pat Fellows, Bob Ansheles 

Aug 22 Phil & Judy Winkel, Sandra Dyar 

Aug 29 Joyce Binder, Rick Daluge, Paul Hedges 

UshersðNeed 3 each Sunday unless specified 

Orchard Ridge United  
Church of Christ 

1501 Gilbert Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
www.orucc.org 
office@orucc.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Are you still interested in receiving our newsletter? If not , please 
mail the back (which includes your name and address), call the 
church office at (608) 271-7212, or contact office@orucc.org 
requesting us to remove you from our mailing list.  

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN AND AFFIRMING OF ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE,  
CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS. 

OUR CHURCH IS A SAFE SANCTUARY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 
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July 18 Paul Hedges  Jane Glaze 

July 25 Fred Fisher  Paul Hedges 

Aug 1 Ken Psyck  Deanna Blanchard 

Aug 8 John Gilbert  Joyce Binder 

Aug 15 Paul Hedges  Phil & Judy Winkel 

Aug 22 Ken Psyck  Linda Hitchman 

Aug 29 Fred Fisher  Tom Klossner 

 

Welcomers 

July 18 Leah Narans, Brian Lancor, Jack Schairer 

July 25 NEED VOL., Lorraine Dellmann, Lyn Laurion 

Aug 1 Rachael & Brian Lancor, Lyn Laurion 

Aug 8 NEED VOL., Hope Soroos, Barb McLeod 

Aug 15 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Linda Hitchman 

Aug 22 Jan Christian, Leah Narans, Jean Rush 

Aug 29 Jean Rush, Lynn Roethe(Linda Jones), Barb McLeod 

   Sound Coffee 
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@orucc.org or 271-7212 

Organic CompostðLetôs Move Those Last Bags! 

Father Dom‟s Organic Duck Doo Compost has arrived!  (www.godsgoodearth.com) The bags are at the entrance doors of 

the church near the parking lot. Each bag is $8.00. There will be an envelope in the lounge where you can deposit your 

money for the compost. Make checks payable to ORUCC, memo line: compost. All proceeds go to help support the Youth 

Mission trip to Alamosa, Colorado this summer. 

Children In the Garden TimeðHelpers please sign up 

In ORUCC‟s Vegetable Village we have a Children‟s Garden Plot that the children are invited to work in all summer. Meg Stevens, 

Brian and Rachel Lancor are the coordinators for the Children‟s Garden Plot and have already worked with the kids to dig up the 

soil, to spread compost, plant seeds, and water the plants. All throughout the summer every Sunday during worship, children will be 

invited to tend to their Garden plot which includes weeding, laying down hay, watering, harvesting, and eating the vegetables. On 

some Sundays, there will be a Bible story/lesson and prayer that will be shared that helps the children and adults understand the con-

nection between our garden tending and our spirituality. By the end of the summer and into the fall, we hope to be making some 

wonderful salsa, pesto, and pickles with all of the ingredients coming from the Children‟s Garden plot and other plots. We need  

volunteers to help Meg, Brian and Rachel each Sunday in the Garden. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board at the east  

entrance of the building. 

Summer Fun ï Check these out! 

 

Sunday afternoon canoe or kayak paddling--July 18 at 12:30 
     Whether you are an expert or a novice, please join in on some Sunday afternoon paddling on July 18.  We will be meeting at the 

Lake Wingra boating area off of Knickerbocker and Monroe Street.  If you are not a paddler but would like to try it out, you can rent 

kayaks or canoes from $12 to $30.  Please meet at Lake Wingra at 12:30 on Sunday, July 18.  Bring a picnic lunch if you would 

like!  Call or e-mail Jennifer Alderman at 829-1639 or jaalderman@incresearch.com if you need more information. 

 

The SOLOIST book /movie discussion - July 21 at 7 at Garner Park  
     Orchard Ridge is joining in a Community Read and movie discussion with Porchlight, Inc. of The Soloist: A Lost Dream, an 

Unlikely Friendship, and the Redemptive Power of Music by Steve Lopez. 

     The Soloist is a remarkable story of the bond between a journalist and a mentally ill, homeless, classically trained musician in Los 

Angeles. The book was turned into a major motion picture starring Robert Downey Jr. and Jamie Foxx.You are encouraged to read 

the book, watch the movie and join in discussion. We'll join with others in the community and we'll host our own. 

 

All Church Picnic at Garner Park ï Wed. July 21 at 6 p.m. 
     Families, singles, couples, and friends are invited to join in some simple fun. Bring your own supper at 6:00 p.m. and join other 

church friends.  

 

Lake Mendota pontoon ride August 22nd 
     Yes, church members and friends will be able to cruise Lakes Mendota and Monona on Sunday, August 22nd, from 1 p.m. to 4 

p.m.  Your cost is only $7.  Bring your friends, or bring your family.  Payment is required with your sign-up on the forms in the 

church lounge. A full refund will be offered if the cruise is cancelled due to the weather conditions.  If more than 12 persons sign-up 

we will request a second boat! In the years past a good time was had by all. 

 

Bike Hike and Meal on Sunday, September 26th 
     Mark your calendar and watch for more information.      

Get Wicked for the Summer! 
     When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's classic WIZARD OF OZ, readers got only 

Dorothy's side of the story. How (and why) did the mysterious Witch become so - well - wicked?  

This dark story published for adults explores the nature of good and evil in an imagined land where issues of justice and freedom are 

paramount. The book WICKED by Gregory Maguire has been called part psychological study, part fantasy thriller and part political 

cautionary tale. Summer is a great time to grab a copy to take to the beach, campsite or backyard. Whether or not you see the musical 

adaptation in October, think about reading the book John Updike called "an amazing novel." And if you want to talk about the book 

WICKED with others, there'll be a chance to do that with Ginny Moore Kruse some evening this fall. Date/time TBA. Meanwhile, 

start reading! 

mailto:tmartens@orucc.org
http://www.godsgoodearth.com/

