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“Spiritually 

Alive, 

Joyfully 

Inclusive, 

Committed 

to Justice.” 

Sunday Morning      

 

May 9 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Tammy 

Martens preaching 

Handbell Choir & Children 

May 16 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Ken  

Pennings preaching 

Senior Choir 

May 23 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Winton 

Boyd preaching 

Senior Choir 

 

 

Upcoming Newsletters 

 

May 19 & June 2 

 

Information to be included 

in the newsletter is due the 

Monday before by  9:00 

a.m. Email items to  

office@orucc.org, or drop 

them off at the office. 

 

Church Emails 

Debbie Bauerkemper 

office@orucc.org 

Tammy Martens 

tmartens@orucc.org 

Ken Pennings 

ken@orucc.org 

Winton Boyd 

winton@orucc.org 

 

 

 

 
www.orucc.org 

 

Southwest Farmerôs market Opens May 19 (3-7 p.m.) 
 

     The neighborhood organizing group responsible for this market is 

seeking volunteers to help us grow the market even bigger this year. 

Give any amount of your time to help our community-our needs include: 

 

¶ Volunteer coordinator 

¶ Set up/tear down of community table and information table 

¶ Information table (2 shifts per market) staffing the table, greeting shoppers, an-

swering questions 

¶ Marketing/publicity  

¶ Special events/entertainment 

¶ Web maintenance 

 

     If you have special talents that donôt fall into these areas but you believe would be use-

ful to the market, please let us know. All interested potential volunteers can contact Karen 

at 274-2574 or kmb3238@aol.com. Leave a message and one of our volunteers will get 

back to you!  

     Volunteering is a great way to learn more about farmersô markets and food, help and 

                                We are in the middle of our Seeds for the Next Generation campaign.   

                           Iôm told by Vicki Nonn and Steve Havey that it is going well; and that  

                           41% of us have returned pledge cards.  Our hope is to have all  

                           pledge cards returned by May 20, if possible.  We appreciate the entire  

                           congregationôs thoughtfulness, even if you canôt make that deadline.   

                           Soon after that, weôd like to begin making decisions as to the final scope 

and cost of our remodeling.  Please hold June 6 for a celebration and our first congrega-

tional meeting; and June 27 for a second congregational meeting to make important  

decisions (both at 11:15 a.m.) 

     However, I know the campaign is going well for other reasons.  About 40 people were 

trained to make visits for this campaign, which means that there are all kinds of conversa-

tions occurring, relationships being started and stories being swapped.  Paul Hedges has put 

together a wonderful series of Seeds videos for Sunday morning worship (they are avail-

able for viewing at www.orucc.org) that highlight ideas, experiences and thoughtful hopes 

from a good cross-section of us.  Several have said the process of deciding if and what to 

give to this campaign has been hard, but also rewarding.  We are talking about our values 

around money ï in some cases in significantly new ways.  I know that many of us are  

reflecting on what this church means to us.  This is all good. 

     All the while, our life as a caring and compassionate congregation goes on.  We heard 

from the team that traveled to El Salvador last week in worship.  We raised almost $2000 

for the Habitat for Humanity project in our neighborhood with our Carrie Newcomer con-

cert.  A farmerôs market will open soon, alongside season #2 of our own community gar-

den, the Vegetable Village.  Interfaith Hospitality Guests will arrive on the 23rd of this 

month.  We are experiencing a wonderful influx of guests and seekers; 16 of them joined 

with us for a new member class this past Sunday. 

     We are about building communities in so many ways ï within our congregation, among 

our children, with our neighbors and those in need, with our Creator and her creation.  Itôs 

a joyful time, seeds are being planted, and for this all, we give thanks. 
 

http://www.orucc.org/
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Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle 

                                Tree of Life 
Prayers: 

¶ For the family of Lorraine Hayden, whose 

memorial service was held on Monday, May 3. 

¶ For Libby Fitzwater, who broke her ankle and is at 

Oakwood West. 

¶ For Steve and Hiram Moretta-Rush on the finalization of 

the adoption of their son, Nicolas. 

¶ For Dave Myers, on  his retirement. 

 

If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member 

rejoices, all rejoice togetherò (The apostle Paul in 1 

Corinthians) 

 It is important to pray for one another in times of special need 

or joy, and also in the ñregularò times. We invite you to pray 

for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-

other a regular feature of your own prayer life. 

¶ Craig & Julie Martyn & Family 

¶ Sheri Mauerman 

¶ Ellen Maurer & Ken Pippert 

Compassion Offering 
     Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills) 

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-

ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution. 

For credit on your church statement, on your check write the 

ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward 

your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on 

your statement. 

 

MAY Compassion Offering is One Great Hour of Sharing  

     One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission 

offering taken in nine Christian denominations including the 

UCC. OGHS works with international partners to provide 

sources of clean water and food, education and health care, 

small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and advocacy 

and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS 

also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster 

preparedness and response. 92% of the money collected is 

used directly for mission programs. 

     Examples of current programs can be found around the 

globe. In Afghanistan, children recovering from trauma and 

violence in rehab centers learn skills to overcome conflict. In 

parts of Indonesia that were devastated by the tsunami four 

years ago, recovery continues. The indigenous people of the 

Gran Chaco that includes parts of Argentina, Bolivia, and 

Paraguay are getting a hand up via training in sustainable agri-

cultural practices and development of seed banks. And in the 

Darfur region of the Sudan, displaced families are working to 

survive. Using plows donated by OGHS and water from wells 

built by the organization. 

SUNDAYS 

 Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13 
 

We have been using segments of An Altar in the World by 

Barbara Brown Taylor.  As a former pastor and now profes-

sor shares how she learned to encounter God beyond the 

walls of any church.  From simple practices such as walk-

ing, working and getting lost to deep meditations on topics 

like prayer and pronouncing blessings, she reveals concrete 

ways to discover the sacred in the small things we see and 

do.   

     Readings are sent out each week via email. If you 

would like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via email, 

please contact winton@orucc.org. 

Need a Little TLC? 
     Going through a tough time? Need a little help, support or 

encouragement? Perhaps youôd enjoy being linked with one of 

the Pastoral Partners of Orchard Ridge Church for a short while 

or longer. Simply contact Pastor Ken Pennings and share with 

him the kind of help you would appreciate. He will then link 

you with just the right person, a lay member of Orchard Ridge, 

who will seek you out as a friend and be available to offer you 

the kind of support you would most value. Contact Ken at 

ken@orucc.org, or 271-7212. 

Thank You 
     Thank you from the Stevens Family for all the wonderful 

cards, visits, food, prayers and good vibes during Heatherôs 

recent hospitalization. It helped more than you can know. Sheôs 

doing great! 

Compassion Offerings to date: 

 
January:   WI Conference UCC Haiti Quake Relief 4175.00 

   Community of Hope Haiti Partners MMC 3400.14 

February: Porchlight    2230.00 

March:   DAIS (Domestic Abuse Intervention Serv) 1203.06 

April:   Aldo Leopold Nature Center Yth Programs 1425.08 

ñBible for Beginners,ò led by Ken Pennings: 
ñHow do you feel about the Bible? Good? Bad? Indifferent? 

That is where weôll start with a two-week class called, ñThe 

Bible for Beginners.ò  No other collection of books has im-

pacted my life more than the Bible. And to this day, Iôd rather 

discuss the Bible with a group of people than any other collec-

tion of books. But Iôve changed my mind about the Bible. Iôve 

given up my pre-critical naivet® about the literal ñplain senseò 

of the Bible and have begun to listen to the Bible in new ways. 

I now embrace the Bible as a collection of books which points, 

witnesses or testifies to the truth, but is not ITSELF the truth. 

Will you join me on May 23rd & 30th for this class (Room 14)? 

Weôll talk about why the Bible is important and relevant for us 

today, ways you can access and use the Bible easily, some of 

the important themes of the Bible, and how the Bible interacts 

with itself and with the people who read and appreciate it.   
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Meet Long Time ORUCC Member 

Karen Falkner 
   

     When you talk to Karen Falkner, you sense a woman whoôs known many journeys and that sheôs  

grateful for them.   

     Karen was born in Spokane, Washington, the 3rd generation of her family to live there.  In fact, her 

grandfather traveled the Oregon Trail, was a founding member of a community near Vancouver (WA), 

and helped build the Methodist Church there. 

     Karen herself was no stranger to the road.  Her family lived in Boston during World War II, Califor-

nia after it, and moved to Park Ridge, IL where Karen went to high school and became involved in the 

Youth Group of the Park Ridge Community Church.  ñOne of the two óMovers & Shakersô youth groups of the area,ò as Karen says.  

(You can just see her saying that, canôt you?) 

     Her religious background as a child was almost as varied as her addresses.  Members of her extended family worshipped in Pres-

byterian, Christian Science, and Community Churches. Her father never affiliated with any particular church or religion, all of which 

led Karen to consider community and spiritual experience as important to her as religious affiliation.  ñItôs about being part of a spiri-

tual family that accepts you as you are, and provides a strong, supportive structure for you as you navigate life,ò she reflects. 

     Karen went to Stanford, where she met her future husband, Chuck, an engineering student.  She received her Masters in Educa-

tion at Stanford and taught elementary school while her husband received a Masterôs at UC Berkeley (for $80 per semester!), then a 

PhD from Stanford.   They had daughter Kristi before leaving California in 1966, when Chuck accepted an Asst. Professorship in 

Industrial Engineering at UW.  They moved to Flad Circle in the Spring of 1967, (neighbors to a young Mark Johnson) and  

welcomed adopted sons Frank in 1968 and Brad in 1970. She was a substitute teacher for years while her kids were growing up and  

accepted a full-time position in 1985 as a first-grade teacher at Marquette Elementary School.  She later moved to Lapham.  

     Karen started attending ORUCC in Fall 1967. ñI think of ORUCC as a sort of shelter,ò Karen shares.  ñThe late sixties were  

tumultuous for academic families at UW, especially in engineering.  We were friends with the man who died in the bombing of  

Sterling Hall.  Many people at ORUCC had strong feelings about what was going on, probably on both sides, but in the church, it 

was just a very strong, supportive faith community.  I found strength from it, from its existence and from the way it functions.ò 

     Itôs a feeling sheôs kept with her from the beginning, and which has guided her through the ups and downs of her life.  ñIôve never 

felt judged, no matter what I was going through, and often, that acceptance helped me through.ò  This supportive community helped 

her through her divorce from her husband, difficult times as a parent, and troubling times at the university.  It celebrated with her 

when she received a national Math Teacher award and watched her children graduate from high school and college and go on to lead 

successful lives across the country. 

     ñORUCC is a special place,ò she says, smiling. ñI am forever in awe of all of the positive energy going on everywhere in that 

building.ò  She has shown her appreciation and given back in many ways over her time here.  She taught Sunday School for years, 

sings in the choir and has served as Moderator twice. 

     ñThis community in a way is a living entity and we need to do everything we can to keep it going, healthy and strong.  I have a 

couple of mantras that I think of in terms of my own life, education in general, and this church.  One of them is, óDo the next right 

thing.ô  In other words, as much as possible, do the thing you know is right for any given situation, and especially if someone asks 

you to do something, and you know you can, you should do it. 

     ñThe other one, especially regarding this church, is the part of the covenant that says, óTo walk in ways of God, known and to be 

made known to us.ô  Itôs a reminder that this place is a community I want to continue to be a part of, to contribute to, and to see that 

it continues.  Itôs up to us to ensure it remains the wonderful place it is and that we continue to be eager, happy and comfortable in 

embracing the idea that we are always learning more about God and how He is always part our lives.  Itôs a never-ending story and 

we need to be open to listening, building and,ò she laughs, ñ changing.  I look forward to seeing where it goes.ò 

     Not surprising that Karen considers the future of ORUCC in terms of a journey. In a time when most people barely traveled at all, 

Karen had crossed the country twice before she was ten.  An auspicious beginning for a gracious, generous, intelligent woman who 

regards life itself an amazing journey, and ORUCC her spiritual sanctuary on the road. 

Written by Bobbi Dumas  

Ministry of Congregational Life  

In issues of The Communion, you've read articles about our congregation's long-time members. The ORUCC members being inter-

viewed this year probably have only one thing in common. They joined our church during the 1950s or 1960s. Other than that, they 

lead individually interesting lives. Most are actively involved in ORUCC in more than one or two ways. From now on you'll read 

articles based upon interviews conducted by Bobbi Dumas, Sandra Dyar, Ginny Moore Kruse, Ruthanne Landsness, Jeanne 

McLellan and Dianne Stevens. You're invited to contact Ginny (gmkruse@wisc.edu) if you want to become one of the writers in-

volved in this Congregational Life Ministry. 

mailto:gmkruse@wisc.edu


      May

Sunday 9 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 10 6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Tuesday 11 11:30 a.m. OVER 55

Wednesday 12 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 15 12:30 p.m. Julie Mazer Piano Recital

Sunday 16 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 17 6:00 p.m. SAFE Picnic

6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

Tuesday 18 6:30 p.m. Youth Programming 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Bible Study

Wednesday 19 3:00 p.m. Farmer's Market church parking lot

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Thursday 20 6:30 p.m. Campaign Steering Comm Mtg.

Sunday 23 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Worship, Work & Plant Sale

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 9 Pat Hale, Steve Sheets, Marilyn Arnold 

May 16 Carolyn Carlson, Jerry Nelson, Pat Fellows 

May 23 Pat Hale, Jack Christian, Vern Reed 

May 30NEED VOLUNTEER, Paul Hedges, Jon Blanchard 

June 6 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Rosemary Stare 

June 13 Bernie & Jim Treichel, Jerry Nelson 

June 20 Pat Fellows, Marilyn Arnold, Rick Daluge 

UshersðNeed 3 each Sunday unless specified 

Orchard Ridge United  
Church of Christ 

1501 Gilbert Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
www.orucc.org 
office@orucc.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Are you still interested in receiving our newsletter? If not , please 
mail the back (which includes your name and address), call the 
church office at (608) 271-7212, or contact office@orucc.org 
requesting us to remove you from our mailing list.  

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN AND AFFIRMING OF ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE,  
CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS. 

OUR CHURCH IS A SAFE SANCTUARY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Madison, WI 
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May 9 Fred Fisher  Jim & Jennifer Jaqua 

May 16 John Gilbert  Linda Hitchman 

May 23 Paul Hedges  Bob Ansheles 

May 30 Ken Psyck  Tom Klossner 

June 6 Fred Fisher  Joyce Binder 

June 13 John Gilbert  Jane Glaze 

June 20 Paul Hedges  Leah Narans 

 

Welcomers 

May 9 Dianne Stevens, Lynn Laurion, Bobbi Sonntag 

May 16 Jan Christian, Carol & Bob Prugh 

May 23 NEED VOLUNTEER , Jean Rush, Barb Hummel 

May 30 Helen Atz, Nancy Cox, Rosemary Stare 

June 6 Barb McLeod, Rachael & Brian Lancor 

June 13 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Rachael Lancor 

June 20 Cheryl Diermyer, Lyn Laurion, Jean Rush     

   Sound Coffee 

Happy Motherõs Day! 
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@orucc.org or 271-7212 

Children Singing/Playing Drums in Worship next Sunday, May 9 

The children will be singing, playing drums and reading poetry in worship on Sunday, May 9. Parentsðplease have your child/

children to church by 8:45 a.m. to practice their pieces in the sanctuary. Thank you. 

 

High School Seniors Recognized in WorshipðJune 6 

Our High School will be recognized in worship on Sunday, June 6. Those seniors are: Molly Walsh, Hanna Josephs, Rein Boyd, Sam 

Boyer-Groff, Seb Harris, Nick Allen, and Alex Melin. 

 

Organic Compost Has Arrived! 

Father Domôs Organic Duck Doo Compost has arrived!  (www.godsgoodearth.com) The bags are at the entrance 

doors of the church near the parking lot. Each bag is $8.00. There will be an envelope in the lounge where you can 

deposit your money for the compost. Make checks payable to ORUCC, memo line: compost. All proceeds go to help 

support the Youth Mission trip to Alamosa, Colorado this summer. 

 

 

Second Annual ORUCC Golf Outing Update 

Get those clubs out (or borrow some) and fire up for another Golf Outing (9 holes) on Saturday, June 19 which will be held at the 

Foxboro Golf Course in Oregon, WI. Registration begins at 2:00 p.m. and start time will be 3:00 p.m. Dinner is also included and 

will start at 6:00 p.m. $50 per golfer. Registration forms are located on the table in the lounge. Other opportunities include: Sponsor 

a hole, business level $50; Individual level hole sponsor $25; Meal sponsorship $100; Cash donation to the Yth Mission Trip; Donate 

an item for a door prize or for the silent auction. For more information email Jon Blanchard at jblanchard@oregonband.org. 

 

Looking for Adult Volunteers to Assist with Childrenôs Garden 
We have a lovely childrenôs garden that is worked on every Sunday and some Tuesday evenings throughout the summer by our chil-

dren. Meg Stevens is the main coordinator of the childrenôs garden but we could use a few more helpers. Please let Tammy or Meg 

know if you would like to be on this team.  

Tuesday Evening May 18th  - 6:30 p.m. Youth Group for elementary/middle school 

New Members/Seekers Class 
     You are invited to a New Members/Seekers Class with the Pastors and Leadership Team of ORUCCðSunday, May 23, from 

6:30-8:30 p.m. RSVP to office@orucc.org, or 271-7212.  At this session, learn more about Orchard Ridge and the United Church of 

Christ (UCC). Weôll discuss our history as a local church, ministries within the congregation and the wider community, and some of 

the churchôs views on important issues of faith. In preparation for the class, you may wish to browse ORUCCôs website: 

www.orucc.org. 

Spring, Summer Sunday Morning Schedule 
     Our last day of 9:00 Childrenôs Sunday School is June 6. In the summer we offer ñChildren and Youth in the Gardenò time during 

the worship hour. Children are invited to start in the sanctuary for worship and after the Childrenôs Time, they will be invited to ex-

plore and work in the Childrenôs Garden plot and help in the pantry plots. We need adult volunteers to work with the children each 

Sunday. Instructions for what projects can be done in the Garden will be available each Sunday. Itôs important to have 2 adults help-

ing each Sunday. If you sign up to help, why not ask someone from the congregation who you know but who is not a parent of a 

young child. It would be wonderful to get some cross generational connections made while we tend the garden with our children. 

New Church Directory Updates:      
     Change address for Aleta Klicko to: 310 Grandview Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

     Change address for Ron & Heather Lott to: 2814 Gregory St., Madison 53711 

     Change phone number for Lisa Harris to:  658-2161 

     Add information for Audrey Fish:  Audrey & Eva Fish 

     Remove Libby from Elizabeth Fitzwater listing 

Church Directories are Here!  
   Please pick one up in the lounge and cross your name off the list so we donôt mail you one.  One per household!  Even if your  

picture isnôt in the directory you are welcome to take one. 

mailto:tmartens@orucc.org
http://www.godsgoodearth.com/
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              OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER  

Quilting Group  
     The Quilting Group held its last work session for the season last Wednesday. The quilters have made eight twin-sized comforters 

since last September which will be donated to a charity. Over the years, the group has made a total of 127 comforters and five baby 

quilts. Unless a leader can be found, the Quilting Group will be inactive during the 2010-2011 seasons. The group is very apprecia-

tive of the fabric donated for the sewing of these comforters and for the support of the quilt raffle last fall. Many, many thanks. For 

more information, please contact Dorothy Peterson at 845-8412. 

 

Womenôs Bible Study end-of-year Luncheon  
     The Bible Study group will meet on Wednesday, May 19th at 12:30 p.m. for their Spring Luncheon at the Olive Garden West. If 

you have any questions call Mary Lou Peterson at 238-2380. 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

    The next Bible Study will be on May 18th in room 16 from 7:30-9:00 pm. We use a relaxed and friendly approach in our study of 

the Bible, read aloud together the assigned verses at the start of the meeting and then take turns commenting on the reading. We feel 

it is important to respect each others ideas. No one is an expert. Please join us and learn more about this group. If you have questions 

call Sandra Dyar (271-2409) or Judy Winkel (271-0481).  

OVER 55 
     May 11 will be the last OVER 55 gathering of the season, so mark your calendar for this grand finale! We will also honor two 

members who have achieved 90 years of ageðMary White and Al Bach. 

     Ellen Maurer will present a program entitled ñBirthday Offering at Work!ò Through the pictures Ellen has taken on several trips, 

you will meet some of the Nicaraguans who have been involved in the Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partnership and its Learning Centers. 

Catch her excitement as she tells first-hand stories of shopping for books for their new library just a few months ago. 

     Thanks to the following people who volunteered to bring salads: Peggy Anderson, Sandra Dyar, Jean Rush, Lois Rossmiller, Rose 

Pate, Judy Winkel, Marcia Sheets, and Hope Soroos. Please contact Jan or Jack Christian (827-0500) if you are inviting guests. 

     Plates and napkins will be provided by Meg Stevens; a 5-quart pail of vanilla ice cream by Carolyn Carlson; nuts by Helen Atz, 

mints by Judy Schaeffer; and a birthday cake by Judy Winkel and Marcia Sheets. Judy and Glenn Schaeffer will do the room set-up 

and beverages. 

Womenôs Book Group 
     On Thursday, May 13 at 7 p.m., join us at the home of Marylin Boyer, 7990 Stage Coach Rd., Cross Plains. Please let Marylin 

know you plan to come; her phone number is 798-4760 or swboyer@facstaff.wisc.edu. 

     At this time we have been unable to locate enough copies of the book chosen for May, so we will discuss it in June, when there 

should be plenty of library copies. Instead, we will spend our time on the delicious project of considering what to read in upcoming 

months. Please come with one or two books you have already read and enjoyed that you would like to discuss with this group. If you 

can, please check the number of copies that are in the library system. Be prepared to pitch the book to the rest of us, and after all 

have talked about their book(s), weôll decide which ones weôd like to read as a group. 

     All women are welcome to join us. We meet from 7 to 9 p.m. 

Here Comes IHN 

Yes, Interfaith Hospitality Network Comes Back to ORUCC May 23rd ï 30th  
     This is a shelter program for homeless families.  The families come to ORUCC for one week, four times a year.  About 100 vol-

unteers fill many tasks to put this week together.  We involve three ñbuddyò congregations, the Madison Mennonite Church, Advent 

Lutheran, and the Community of Hope UCC.  Sign-up forms are posted in the hallway near the kitchen.  Please take a minute, check 

you calendar, and consider volunteering to: 

¶ Set-up for the families on Sunday, May 23rd, 11:15. 

¶ Clean-up after the families leave us, May 30th, 7:15 a.m. 

¶ Help with part of a dinner meal, Tuesday, May 25th; Thursday, May 27th or Saturday, May 29th. 

¶ Lead childrenôs activities from 6:30-8:30, Tuesday, May 25th; Thursday, May 27th or Saturday, May 29th. 

¶ Stay overnight, 8:30 p.m.-7:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 25th; Thursday, May 27th or Saturday, May 29th. 
We also need folks to help do laundry at the end of the week. 
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SAFE Picnic Monday, May 17th 
    The ORUCC group known a ñSAFEò, (Spiritually Affirming Friends Everywhere) will hold their annual picnic Monday, May 

17th beginning at 6 p.m. at the home of Marcia and Steve Sheets, 6362 Goose Lake Drive, Verona. 

     SAFE began at this church as a somewhat spontaneous response to the churchôs effort to take an official stand as an ñopen and 

affirmingò congregation about 17 years ago.  We are a group of LGBT and ñstraightò folks who simply enjoy each otherôs com-

pany and desire to be supportive of each other.   

     All members and friends of the church are welcome to join us for the picnic, even if you have not attended a SAFE gathering 

before.  This will be purely a social opportunity in the midst of food and beverages. 

     The Sheets will provide dinnerware, a couple of meat choices, iced tea, coffee and lemonade.  Please bring a dish to share, and, 

if you desire, a beverage of your choice.  Also, we appreciate RSVPs, 845-5667 or im1042@tds.net.  

WORSHIP & WORK SUNDAY AND PLANT SALE  
     Spring has truly arrived so you know that Worship and Work Sunday can not be too far away!   After worship on 

Sunday May 23, 2010 is your opportunity to put on your grubby digs, bring your garden tools, and pitch in to tend and 

care for our beautiful church property. We need volunteers to prune trees and bushes, pull weeds, spread mulch, plant 

flowers, help with the plant sale and lots of other fun activities.  

     Everyone is invited to help, regardless of age or skill level. There will also be some gardening activities for young 

children. Sandwiches and ice cream will be served to all who get their hands dirty. Bring your gloves, tools, and sun-

screen and join in the fun. It is a remarkable time to share the work and build friendships and continue your Sunday 

worship in the outdoor environment. Complete a sign-up sheet today and drop it in the collection plate. You can also 

contact LuAnn Greiner at lgreiner@uwhealth.org if you have any questions. 

PLANT SALE  
     ORUCCôs Annual Plant Sale will be held after services on Sunday May 23rd in conjunction with Worship & Work 

Sunday. The sale will have ñextendedò hours this year and will go until 3:00PM.  Many varieties of plants will be avail-

able to add to your home landscape. Donations of "extras" that you have in your own garden will be much appreciated.  

Please label your potted plants and dropped them off near the parking lot entrance on Saturday May 22nd or before wor-

ship on Sunday May 23rd. All proceeds from the Plant Sale go toward enhancing ORUCC's landscape. Please spread the word 

with your neighbors and co-workers. If you have any questions, Mary Bina-Frymark at mbinafry@yahoo.com  

Proud Theater 2010 

 

Proud Theater is an award-winning, exciting and innovative youth program designed to foster self-expression and self-

empowerment for Madison-area youth.  Proud theater is open to any youth who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-

gender, or queer/questioning (GLBTQ), or who are the sons or daughters of GLBTQ parents, or allies of the LGBTQ commu-

nity at large. The teens of Proud Theater collaboratively create all the plays and theatrical pieces themselves, with guidance 

from Proud Theater Artistic Directors 

Homophobia presents many challenges in the lives of young people. As a result, these self-described ñqueerò youth may be 

more likely than their heterosexual counterparts to experience depression, family estrangement, school problems, and sub-

stance abuse. In response, Proud Theater offers encouragement, inspiration, and support on many different levels. It builds 

upon the youthsô innate resilienceðproviding them with community, security, peer support, and mentorship. This in turn, 

contributes to their positive engagement with school, overall health, self-esteem and stability.  

2010 Showtimes: 
Fredric March Play Circle inside the University of Wisconsin Memorial Union 

May 20, 21 and 22, 2010 - 7:30 PM Matinee May 22, 2:30 PM 

 

They can be purchased by phone at (608) 265-2787(ARTS), the Vilas Hall arts ticketing location at 821 University Avenue,  

or by visiting our website. 

*Featuring Seb Harris from our congregation  

Movie Group Friday May 14 
     On Friday, May 14, Ellen Maurer and Ken Pippert welcome moviegoers to their home at 2657 Fitchrona Rd., Verona, for after 

feature discussion and dessert. Call 845-7164 if you need directions. 

mailto:im1042@tds.net
mailto:lgreiner@uwhealth.org
mailto:mbinafry@yahoo.com
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Why do you come to church? 

 
     I have had the good fortune recently to hear people share about their faith journeys and why they have decided to come to Or-

chard Ridge UCC. And as I have heard now from a variety of people, I am deeply moved by their stories and their perseverance to 

find a church home that will simply accept them where they are. In fact as I have listened to people, the thought has crossed my 

mind ñhow do people muster up the courage to even continue the search for a church home?ò after they have felt diminished and 

hurt by church communities in the past. So I am amazed and deeply humbled by the tenacity of folks who are drawn to a commu-

nity of faith, who continue to seek a church home, and believe there is one out there for them.  

     People come to Orchard Ridge UCC wondering if we really are an open community; they have literally done their homework 

and have checked us out by looking at our web site and the national UCC web site and they read about being inclusive and they 

wonder is this really true? They still are not sure. Is ORUCC really theologically open to ideas and images about God and Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit? Is ORUCC a place where all people feel included? 

     I like to envision Orchard Ridge UCC as a ñcity on a hillò whose light cannot be hidden. This image from Matthew 5:14 is a 

beautiful way for us to imagine ourselves as a church. We are the light of the worldðthe light of God that lives within us and in 

our church is a light that cannot be hidden. It is a light that heals and brings people into Godôs shalom. This is the light that people 

can see and are attracted to. 

     I believe that ORUCC has taken this call to be light to the world very seriously and we will continue to grow into this calling. 

We are the light of the world, a city on a hill. People are longing for Godôs light; people are longing for a community of faith that 

gushes with an intentionality of sharing Godôs goodness and love to others. It is a tremendous responsibility but one that we know 

bears much fruit. May God continue to fill us with light and love and may we continue to see ourselves as vessels of this light and 

love. 

     GREEN TEAM CORNER  
              

BIKE OR WALK TO CHURCH DAYS!  

 GREEN THOUGHT FOR THE DAY :  Do you want an opportunity to see Godôs creation at a slower pace?   

Do you want to build more exercise into your daily life?   

Consider if this opportunity speaks to you:  You can choose to bike or walk to church this spring and summer!   In addition to the 

health and enjoyment youôll get from walking or biking, you can reduce your impact on our natural environment.    Lots of our 

ORUCC companions already walk and bike to church ï including some of our eldest members!   Can we join them? 

Believe it or not: there is a National Bike to Church Day.   (See www.biketochurch.com.)  Itôs June 6, 2010 this year.    But you 

donôt need to wait until June 6.   You can start walking and biking to church now and enjoy it for many beautiful Sundays ahead.    

GREEN ACTION IDEAS:  (1) Talk to your family and ORUCC friends about walking or biking to church.  If it doesnôt work for 

you, consider car pooling which also helps the planet and builds our faith-friendships.  (2) Think about whether you have a friend 

or neighbor who likes to bike but isnôt in a church.  Perhaps he or she might be interested in joining you for a Sunday ride and a 

visit to our wonderful church.  (3) Keep your eyes open for the Green Team announcement about biking groups to be formed.   (4) 

Start walking or biking more  in general ï for any errands where  you might drive but donôt need to take your car.  Itôs fun, itôs 

great exercise, and it connects you to Godôs time and place:  here, and now. 

HELP GIVE SOMEONE THE GIFT OF CLEAR SIGHT  
     There is a tremendous need for recycled eyeglasses throughout the world.  According to the World 

Health Organization, the eyesight of approximately one-fourth of the worldôs population can be improved 

through the use of corrective lenses.  In many areas of the world, poor eyesight left uncorrected can force 

adults into unemployment and children out of school. 

     During the month of May, the Second Sight Campaign, a special effort sponsored jointly by the Rotary 

Club of Madison and the Wisconsin Lions Foundation, is being held, and weôd love your help! 

     A collection box has been set up in the Lounge off the Worship Space to make the donation of eyeglasses more convenient.  

Eyeglasses with any prescription and sunglasses are accepted; names or prescriptions on the eyeglasses are not needed.  Childrenôs 

eyeglasses are always in great demand.  Reading eyeglasses are also needed and are distributed to those who perform close-up 

tasks. Sunglasses are given to people living near the equator, especially those with cataracts.  And, if you have used hearing aids to 

donate, they will also be gratefully accepted, too. 

     The donated eyeglasses are shipped to the Wisconsin Lions Foundation Eyeglass Recycling Center where they will be cleaned, 

categorized by prescription and prepared for distribution in developing countries.  Professional eye care volunteers will then travel 

to these countries to conduct eye exams and dispense the eyeglasses free of charge to people with impaired vision. 

     Questions?  Feel free to ask Barb Hummel (bhummel@chorus.net).  And thank you! 

http://www.biketochurch.com
mailto:bhummel@chorus.net

