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Our Still Speaking United Church of Christ denomination has launched a new ad.  You 

may have seen it in worship this past Sunday.  Whatôs different about this ad is that it 

will be on the web only. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZAQ2-hpQoo&feature=player_embedded 

(type this in to your browser to see the ad, or go to www.orucc.org) 

We describe the UCC as ñreligion with relevanceò ï and for this reason, you are invited 

to share this commercial/link with others.  You can email the link, share it on Facebook, 

Twitter, or direct people to our website.  The UCC is going ñviralò ï meaning they are 

depending on all of us to share this with others, what we used to call by ñword of 

mouth!ò 

                            DID YOU KNOW THATé 
 

                          éonly you can decide what your level of participation in our SEEDS   

                         FOR THE NEXT GENERATION Campaign will be? We ask that you  

                         reflect on these three questions: 

 

 What priority does my faith community have in my life? 

 What value does the church hold for me and for future generations? 

 What support will I give - financially and personally - to strengthen 

 the life and ministries of Orchard Ridge United Church of Christ? 

 

...your SEEDS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION Campaign pledge will need to be 

ABOVE and BEYOND what you currently give to Stewardship? Thank you in advance 

for your prayerful consideration! 

...only with everyoneôs help will we be able to reach our goals in this Campaign? Our 

goals are: 

 Minimum Goal: $800,000; Intermediate Goal: $1,200,000; and Challenge Goal: 

 $1,600,000! Thank you to everyone who has supported Orchard Ridge UCC to 

 date. 

...a volunteer will review materials about the SEEDS FOR THE NEXT GENERA-

TION Campaign with you over the next four weeks? We are hoping to have all commit-

ments in by Thursday, May 20, 2010. 

...planned giving opportunities are also a possibility? Our Planned Giving Team can  

assist you in exploring these options. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Vicki Nonn, our Campaign 

Coordinator at: 608-798-4165 or email her at: campaign@orucc.org 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZAQ2-hpQoo&feature=player_embedded
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Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle 

                                Tree of Life 
Prayers: 

¶ For Ruth Ley, recovering from a fall and 

fractured pelvis at Oakwood Village (Hebron). 

¶ For J. McLellan and his family after the passing of his 

grandmother. 

¶ For the family and loved ones of Lorraine Hayden. 

Lorraine was a charter member of ORUCC and passed 

away at 96. A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on 

Monday, May 3 at CRESS Funeral Home on Speedway 

Blvd. A visitation will be at 10:30 a.m. 

Many thanks: 

¶ To Kathy Borkowski, Ruthanne Landsness and their team 

that organized the Carrie Newcomer concert on Saturday. 

We had over 230 guests and raised over $1500 for the 

Habitat house on Russett Rd. Thanks to Fred Fisher, John 

Gilbert, Rob and Gabriel Martens who organized the 

sound and technical aspects of the event. 

¶ To Leslie Linser and LuAnn Greiner and their crew who 

organized Sunday morningôs breakfast for the Seeds of the 

Next Generation Capital Campaign in the Friendship Hall. 

Thanks to Paul Evans and Steve Sheets who hosted the 

awareness event following that breakfast. 

 

If one member suffers, all suffer together, if one member 

rejoices, all rejoice togetherò (The apostle Paul in 1 

Corinthians) 

 It is important to pray for one another in times of special need 

or joy, and also in the ñregularò times. We invite you to pray 

for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-

other a regular feature of your own prayer life. 

¶ Greg & Barb Louden 

¶ Brett & Wendy MacArthur & Family 

¶ Tammy & Rob Martens & Family 

Compassion Offering 
 

     Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills) 

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-

ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution. 

For credit on your church statement, on your check write the 

ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward 

your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on 

your statement. 

APRIL Compassion Offering is Aldo Leopold  

Nature Center Youth Programs 

   These days, children can be increasingly disconnected from 

nature ï caught up in computer games, preoccupied with vid-

eos, or lured by shopping malls.  The Aldo Leopold Nature 

Center (ALNC), a non-profit charity located in Monona, of-

fers students of all ages opportunities to connect with nature 

in ways that capture their interest, engage their senses and 

teach them the interconnectedness of all living things.  For 

April, Earth Month, ORUCCôs compassion offering will sup-

port ALNCôs after school programs for economically disad-

vantaged grade school and middle school students.  These 

programs combine fun and exciting outdoor activities with 

other exercises that help students become effective and enthu-

siastic learners, healthier people in every way, compassionate 

community members, and future leaders and stewards of our 

land.  Among the 400 students served are some from Toki 

Middle School on Russet Road, Stoner Prairie Elementary 

School, Midvale Elementary, and the Allied Drive Boys & 

Girls Club.   

SUNDAYS 

 Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13 
 

     Beginning, April 18, weôll be using segments of An Al-

tar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor.  As a former 

pastor and now professor shares how she learned to encoun-

ter God beyond the walls of any church.  From simple prac-

tices such as walking, working and getting lost to deep 

meditations on topics like prayer and pronouncing bless-

ings, she reveals concrete ways to discover the sacred in the 

small things we see and do.   

     Readings are sent out each week via email. If you 

would like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via email, 

please contact winton@orucc.org. 

How Can We Grow in Faith and Joy Together in 2010? 

éé.the Ministry of Congregational Life invites your 

ideas 

     As we think about the year, we are looking forward to fa-

vorites such as Sundae Sunday and outdoor worship and 

church picnic.  We also want new ways to share our joy as a 

church family and with the broader community.  

     Help us find ways toé.. 

More multigenerational experiences; 

Iinclude the physical community around Orchard Ridge; 

Support our members in times of suffering, need, or death of a 

loved one; 

Honor the earth by ñgreeningò our celebrations (we compost 

coffee grounds and minimize disposables); 

Use more locally grown foods in our parties and receptions; 

and ñYour idea hereé..ò 

     Big or small, we welcome your thoughts to grow this min-

istry.  Contact Rev. Ken Pennings ken@orucc.org or 271-

7212 or Chair Gene Dyar 271-2409. 

New Members/Seekers Class 
     You are invited to a New Members/Seekers Class with the 

Pastors and Leadership Team of ORUCCð2sessions on Sun-

day, May 2 and Sunday, May 23, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. RSVP 

to office@orucc.org, or 271-7212. Please attend both sessions, 

if possible. At these sessions, learn more about Orchard ridge 

and the United Church of Christ (UCC). Weôll discuss our 

history as a local church, ministries within the congregation 

and the wider community, and some of the churchôs views on 

important issues of faith. In preparation for the class, you may 

wish to browse ORUCCôs website: www.orucc.org. 

mailto:ken@orucc.org
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ñI donôt need a Driver Safety Class!ò 
     Orchard Ridge UCC will host a Driver Safety Program for drivers over the age of 50 on April 27th, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.  Program 

includes workbook, lecture and videos. A lunch break will be provided; a light sack lunch is suggested. 

     Pre-registration is required, contact Debbie at the office at 271-7212.   The DSP cost is: $12 for AARP members (bring 

your AARP membership number), $14 for non-members.         
     If you are one of the folks that think your driving is just fine? Very few of us want to admit that sometimes we are confused by 

the new equipment on our automobiles or the changes in motoring laws, or all the problems the ñother driversò cause for us. AARP 

offers a four-hour Driver Safety Program and the curriculum focuses on the changes since 1965.  

     Steve Sheets will be our instructor.  Steve has taught this course for several years, and has previously taught the course at 

ORUCC.   

Looking for Green Thumbs... 
     ORUCC's Landscape Mission Team is always looking for new members.  If tending one of our many flower gardens, pitching 

in on a landscape work day or simply joining a team that is committed to caring for our beautiful church property appeals to you, 

please join us at our next meeting on Sunday April 25th at 11:15am in room 14 or contact LuAnn Greiner at 

lgreiner@uwhealth.org for more information.   

Annual Worship & Work Sunday & Plant Sale  
     Mark your calendars for our annual Worship & Work Sunday and Plant Sale to begin after worship on Sunday, May 23.   

Mulching, weeding, tree-trimming and other tasks are on the list for that day along with activities for the kids and a light lunch.  

There will be opportunities to sign up in the next few weeks.   Also, we are in need of and will gladly accept donations of plants 

for the plant sale.  If you've got "extras" in your own garden and can label and pot them up for the sale that would be great!  More 

details to follow.    

One-a-Week Club News 
     Many thanks to our members who donated blood during the month of March: Laurie Irwin, Rachael Lancor, Susan Frank, Tom 

Klossner (double red cell), Rich Frueh, Ralph Petersen, Gail Ansheles. Our year-to-date total is 21. 

     Our own Bill Rewey has his picture up in the Red Cross on the west side as a 35-gallon donor! Wow. An amazing sharing of a 

precious resource. 

Join the Southwest Community Farmers Market this springðbuilding community one veggie at a time! 
     We are currently seeking volunteers to help us grow the market even bigger this year. Give any amount of your time to help our 

community-our needs include: 

¶ Volunteer coordinator 

¶ Set up/tear down of community table and information table 

¶ Information table (2 shifts per market), staffing the table, greeting shoppers, answering questions 

¶ Marketing/publicity 

¶ Special events/entertainment 

¶ Web maintenance 

     If you have special talents that donôt fall into these areas but you believe would be useful to the market, please let us know. All 

interested potential volunteers can contact Karen at 274-2574 or kmb3238@aol.com. Leave a message and one of our volunteers will 

get back to you!  

     Volunteering is a great way to learn more about farmersô markets and food, help and encourage people to shop local, use your 

special talents and maybe pick up a new skill. 

     Join us on Wednesdayôs starting May 19th from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the parking lot of Orchard 

Ridge UCC, 1501 Gilbert Road. 

New Church Directory Updates:      

     Change email address for Jeanne McLellan to:    jeanne.mclellan@yahoo.com 

     Change email address for John Lemke to:  jlemke@epic.com 

     Change mailing address for John & Ginny Kruse to:  110 S. Henry St., Apt. 1007, Madison, WI 53703 

     Change email address for John & Ginny Kruse to:   gmkruse@wisc.edu 

     Change email address for Tom & Kathy Johnson to:   tomkat1974@hotmail.com 



    April

Sunday 25 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Congregational Life Meeting

11:00 a.m. Landscape Team Meeting

Monday 26 6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Tuesday 27 9:00 a.m. AARP Driver Safety

7:15 p.m. Leadership Team Meeting

Wednesday 28 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

  May

Sunday 2 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Adult Faith Formation Meeting

Monday 3 1:30 p.m. Knitting Group

6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

Tuesday 4 6:30 p.m. Youth Programming 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Bible Study

Wesnesday 5 9:30 a.m. Quilting Group

12:30 p.m. Women's Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Christian Witness & Service Mtg.

Thursday 6 6:30 p.m. Campaign Steering Comm Mtg.

Sunday 9 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Apr 25 Phil & Judy Winkel, Vern Reed 

May 2 Bob Ansheles ©, John Pray, Laurie Irwin (Linda 

 Jones) 

May 9 Pat Hale, Steve Sheets, Marilyn Arnold 

May 16 Carolyn Carlson, Jerry Nelson, Pat Fellows 

May 23 Pat Hale, Jack Christian, Vern Reed 

May 30NEED VOLUNTEER, Paul Hedges, Jon Blanchard 

UshersðNeed 3 each Sunday unless specified 

Orchard Ridge United  
Church of Christ 

1501 Gilbert Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
www.orucc.org 
office@orucc.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Are you still interested in receiving our newsletter? If not , please 
mail the back (which includes your name and address), call the 
church office at (608) 271-7212, or contact office@orucc.org 
requesting us to remove you from our mailing list.  

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN AND AFFIRMING OF ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE,  
CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS. 

OUR CHURCH IS A SAFE SANCTUARY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Madison, WI 

Permit No. 1396 

Apr 25 Paul Hedges  Brian & Rachael Lancor 

May 2 Ken Psyck  Jane Glaze 

May 9 Fred Fisher  Jim & Jennifer Jaqua 

May 16 John Gilbert  Linda Hitchman 

May 23 Paul Hedges  Bob Ansheles 

May 30 Ken Psyck  Tom Klossner 

 

 

Welcomers 

Apr 25 Charlene Gallagher, Helen Atz, Bobbi Sonntag 

May 2 Cheryl Diermyer, Steve Sheets, Lorraine Dellmann 

May 9 Dianne Stevens, Lynn Laurion, Bobbi Sonntag 

May 16 Jan Christian, Carol & Bob Prugh 

May 23 NEED VOLUNTEER, Jean Rush, Barb Hummel 

May 30 Helen Atz, Nancy Cox, Rosemary Stare 

     

   Sound Coffee 
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@orucc.org or 271-7212 

Spring, Summer Sunday Morning Schedule  
Our last day of 9:00 Childrenôs Sunday School is June 6. In the summer we offer ñChildren and Youth in 

the Gardenò time during the worship hour. Children are invited to start in the sanctuary for worship and 

after the Childrenôs Time, they will be invited to explore and work in the Childrenôs Garden plot and help 

in the pantry plots. We need adult volunteers to work with the children each Sunday. Instructions for what 

projects can be done in the Garden will be available each Sunday. Itôs important to have 2 adults helping 

each Sunday. If you sign up to help, why not ask someone from the congregation who you know but who is 

not a parent of a young child. It would be wonderful to get some cross generational connections made 

while we tend the garden with our children. 

 

Childrenôs Music 
In honor of Mother's Day, the children will share a special song including ORUCC's collection of African Drums and poetry 

composed by the children on Sunday, May 9th.   This experience will be prepared between 9:00-9:15 with the younger children (1st 

grade and younger) and during the 10 service with the older children (2nd-7th grade).  If your child wishes to participate in the 

service on May 9th, please plan to attend church the next 3 Sundays so they can feel comfortable and confident with the ma-

terial.  

Itôs also fun to share with you what the children will be working on for the remainder of the school year in their music time. 

Older Children: 

1.  Focus on the song Kebe Mama - include drum ensemble, perhaps a few other pieces of non-pitched percussion instruments, and 

xylophone.    

2.  Explore the "Parable of the Sower" through rhythm and sound. 

 3.  Song : Peace like a River (2 part harmony song) 

Younger Children: 

1.  Learn to sing the song Kebe Mama 

 2.  Songs: Somebody's Knocking at my Door, Peace like a River 3.   

 Song/Dance : Make a Joyful Noise 

 

New Nursery Care Provider 
We welcome Devona Gruber as our new nursery care provider. She joins Sarah Jones in the nursery every Sunday from 8:30-11:30. 

Devona is a senior at UW-Madison majoring in psychology and acquiring a certification in criminal justice. She will finish at UW 

this December but plans to be in Madison through the spring of 2011. She is from West Bend, Wisconsin. Devona enjoys all sorts of 

sports related activities. She also enjoys being with family and friends, reading, and being outside.  

 

Organic Compost Has Arrived! 
Father Domôs Organic Duck Doo Compost is arriving tonight!  (www.godsgoodearth.com) The bags will be at the entrance doors of 

the church near the parking lot. Each bag is $8.00. There will be an envelope in the lounge where you can deposit your money for the 

compost. Make checks payable to ORUCC, memo line: compost. All proceeds go to help support the Youth Mission trip to Alamosa, 

Colorado this summer. 

 

Second Annual ORUCC Golf Outing 
Get those clubs out (or borrow some) and fire up for another Golf Outing on Saturday, June 19, starting at 2:00 p.m. with dinner at 

5:30 p.m., to be held at the Foxboro Golf Course in Oregon, WI. More details coming your way. All proceeds will help to get the 

youth to Alamosa, Colorado this summer for their mission trip. 

Tuesday Evening May 4th  - 6:30 p.m. Youth Group for elementary/middle school 

Coming up at ORUCC 

 

April 25: Dedication of Care-Giving Ministries.  

Pastoral Partners 

Prayer Shawl Makers 

Meals Ministry co-ordinators and those who deliver meals 

 

May 2nd 10:00 am: El Salvador travelers lead worship. 

mailto:tmartens@orucc.org
http://www.godsgoodearth.com/
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              OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER 

Knitting Group 
     The Knitting Group will meet on May 3rd at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do hand-

work of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on.  If you have any questions 

please contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730. 

Womenôs Breakfast Group 
     The Womenôs Breakfast Group will meet May 7th. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top in 

February. The informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics. 

Quilting Group 
     The Quilting Group will meet on Wednesday, May 5. The group will meet on the first and third Wednesday from 9:30 to 12 

Noon in the Friendship Hall. New members are welcome to join. For more information, please contact Dorothy Peterson at 845-

8412. 

 

Womenôs Bible Study  
     The Womenôs Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, May 5 at 12:30 p.m. in room 13. The discussion will be ñThe Mystery Pre-

cedesò Mark 16:1-8.The discussion will be led by Dorothy Peterson. We welcome new members. If you have any questions call 

Mary Lou Peterson at 238-2380. 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

    The next Bible Study will be on May 4 in room 16 from 7:30-9:00 pm. We use a relaxed and friendly approach in our study of the 

Bible, read aloud together the assigned verses at the start of the meeting and then take turns commenting on the reading. We feel it is 

important to respect each others ideas. No one is an expert. Please join us and learn more about this group. If you have questions call 

Sandra Dyar (271-2409) or Judy Winkel (271-0481).  

OVER 55 
     May 11 will be the last OVER 55 gathering of the season, so mark your calendar for this grand finale! We will also honor two 

members who have achieved 90 years of ageðMary White and Al Bach. 

     Ellen Maurer will present a program entitled ñBirthday Offering at Work!ò Through the pictures Ellen has taken on several trips, 

you will meet some of the Nicaraguans who have been involved in the Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partnership and its Learning Centers. 

Catch her excitement as she tells first-hand stories of shopping for books for their new library just a few months ago. 

     Thanks to the following people who volunteered to bring salads: Jean Rush, Lois Rossmiller, Rose Pate, Judy Winkel, Marcia 

Sheets, and Hope Soroos. We would appreciate two more salads. Please contact Jan or Jack Christian (827-0500) if you can provide 

a salad or if you are inviting guests. 

     Plates and napkins will be provided by Meg Stevens; a 5-quart pail of vanilla ice cream by Carolyn Carlson; nuts by Helen Atz, 

mints by Judy Schaeffer; and a birthday cake by Judy Winkel and Marcia Sheets. Judy and Glenn Schaeffer will do the room set-up 

and beverages. 

Womenôs Book Group 
     On Thursday, May 13 at 7 p.m., join us at the home of Marylin Boyer, 7990 Stage Coach Rd., Cross Plains. Please let Marylin 

know you plan to come; her phone number is 798-4760 or swboyer@facstaff.wisc.edu. 

     The book weôll discuss is The Virgin of Small Plains by Nancy Pickard. Weôve been waiting for library copies but may not get 

them in time, so we wonder whether anybody in church has copies we might borrow. Please contact Mary Piper (831-0305) or Jan 

Christian (827-0500) if you would be willing to share this book with us. 

     Al women are welcome to join us. We meet from 7-9 p.m. 

Church Directories are Here!  
   Please pick one up in the lounge and cross your name off the list so we donôt mail you one.  One per household!  Even if your pic-

ture isnôt in the directory you are welcome to take one. 
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Food and Faith--A Sacred Connection 
 

     ñEating is perhaps the most intimate way in which we engage with the world around usé The manner and substance of our 

eating should reflect our spiritual and ethical values, and a positive relationship with the earth.ò 

-- Jack Kloppenburg, Professor of Community and Environmental Sociology at UW-Madison 

     Well-known UW professor and food activist, Jack Kloppenburg, will kick off an afternoon of thought and action on the theme 

ñThe Sacred Act of Eatingò on Sunday, April 25 from 2:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the First Unitarian Meeting House, 900 University 

Bay Drive, Madison.  This, the fourth annual ñFood, Faith and Earth Dayò event will feature an interfaith panel reflecting on 

sacred food traditions, music, workshops, and exhibits. It will culminate in a community meal featuring locally-grown food pre-

pared by Chef Barbara Wright of The Dardanelles Restaurant in Madison. 

     The event is free except for dinner which is $8 with an advance reservation or $12 at the door.  For more information or dinner 

and childcare reservations, go to www.foodfaithearthday.org.     

 SCHEDULE  
2:00-2:20 Welcome with Music  

2:20-3:50 Keynote and Panel Discussion  

3:50-4:10 Break and conversation  

4:10-5:10 Workshops  

5:10-5:30 Break and conversation  

5:30-6:30 Evening Meal  

                  From the Green Team 
                    Itôs April! Time to pull some Garlic Mustard! 

                If you want to find an important activity to help our natural environment, look no further than a garlic mustard pull. Every-

oneôs hands are needed to control this noxious week introduced from Europe in 1860. In many areas of Wisconsin it has become the 

dominant under-story species in woodlands. It crowds out our wonderful native spring wildflowers and spreads unchecked, having 

no natural enemies in North America. 

   During April and May, there are garlic mustard pulls everywhere: neighborhoods, city parks, state parks, nature preserves. Ameri-

can Players Theater has a garlic mustard pull scheduled for May 1 and 2 to help maintain their wonderful property. The Nature Con-

servancy of Wisconsin has a pull scheduled every Saturday in April and May from 9-12:30 at their properties in the Baraboo Hills 

near Leland on County C, as well as many other places all over the state. 

   For more information see the Conservancy website, call APT, look for notices in the State Journal, or contact Meg Stevens at 233-

6199. Every pair of hands is important. 

     GREEN TEAM CORNER 

              

     HOLY WATER 

      GREEN THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  ñWater is life,ò said Tammy Boyd, as she placed a bottle of  water on 

the altar during Maundy Thursday worship with the El Salvador Spirit Build team.   

     In many villages in El Salvador and for that matter around the world, water is not available to people in their own homes or if it 

is, it is unsafe to drink.  Forty-six percent of people on earth do not have water piped to their homes; women in developing coun-

tries walk an average of 3.7 miles to get water.   

     Americans use about 100 gallons of water at home each day.  Millions of the worldôs poorest subsist on fewer than 5 gallons.  

In 15 years, 1.8 billion people will live in regions of severe water scarcity. Nearly 70% of the worldôs fresh water is locked in ice.  

Most of the rest is in aquifers that weôre draining much more quickly than the natural recharge rate.   Global warming is aggravat-

ing water problems: whether too little as more areas face drought, or too much as others face flood or hurricanes or rising sea lev-

els.  (All data in this article are from National Geographic, April 2010, special issue on WATER.) 

     Water ñis the gold standard of biological currency, and the good news is that we can conserve it in countless ways. ..We are not 

important to water.  Itôs the other way around.  Our task is to work out reason able ways to survive inside its bounda-

ries.ò  (Barbara Kingsolver, National Geographic Essay, April 2010) 

GREEN ACTION IDEAS:  (1) Educate yourself about global water issues.  For example, see GLOBALWATERINITIA-

TIVE.COM to learn more about how a coalition of international organizations are working to provide long-term access to clean 

water and sanitation in some of the worldôs poorest and most vulnerable communities.  (2) Educate yourself about local water is-

sues.  Your local water utility is one good source of information and there are many others.  Preview:  The Green Team will pro-

vide information about water in our county as we ask you to ñTAKE A STAKE IN THE LAKES.ò  (3) Save water yourself at home 

and elsewhere.  Use less, waste less, and pollute less.  What does this mean?  A lot of every-day choices like shortening your 

shower time, landscaping with plants adapted to our climate, or upgrading your faucets and toilets and other fixtures to be effi-

cient.    See www.enactwi.org for more information on what you can choose to do. 

http://www.foodfaithearthday.org/
http://www.enactwi.org
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ñBible for Beginners,ò led by Ken Pennings: 
ñHow do you feel about the Bible? Good? Bad? Indifferent? That is where weôll start with a two-week class called, ñThe Bible for 

Beginners.ò  No other collection of books has impacted my life more than the Bible. And to this day, Iôd rather discuss the Bible with 

a group of people than any other collection of books. But Iôve changed my mind about the Bible. Iôve given up my pre-critical na-

ivet® about the literal ñplain senseò of the Bible and have begun to listen to the Bible in new ways. I now embrace the Bible as a col-

lection of books which points, witnesses or testifies to the truth, but is not ITSELF the truth. Will you join me on  

May 23rd & 30th for this class (Room 14)? Weôll talk about why the Bible is important and relevant for us today, ways you can ac-

cess and use the Bible easily, some of the important themes of the Bible, and how the Bible interacts with itself and with the people 

who read and appreciate it. Hope to see you on May 23rd!ò  

Kenôs Pennings ï Two great weekends of Newcomer and Newcomers! 

 
Wasnôt it wonderful to have Musician Carrie Newcomer in worship with us last Sundayðto receive her strong mes-

sage of the sacred and sublime in the mundane and ridiculous, to have her affirm us for ñall the children in worshipò 

and ñthe huge spirit in this churchò?! What a gift Carrieôs ministry was to us! 

 

And wasnôt it wonderful to have 65 Newcomers at the ñNew Friends Luncheonò two Sundays ago (we guessed weôd 

have 35 or 40)?!  

 

What did the folks attending the luncheon have in common? Each person had recently taken the bold step of walking 

into the unfamiliar territory of a UCC church, which for some took great courage and resolve. As we all know, church 

can be at least unfamiliar and at most scary for many.  Each person who walks through our door brings a lifetime of 

experiences with churches, organized religion and the practioners of faith.  Some of those experiences are wonderful 

and some not.  In ways that none of us fully realize, however, the Spirit compelled them, as it compelled each of us to 

cross the threshold and we are grateful for it.    

 

Judging from the stories of our new friends, visiting ORUCC turned out to be a very positive experience! One new-

comer shared, ñThe thing I love about this church is that it practices what it preaches. It claims to be óan inclusive com-

munity.ô Iôve noticed that the church is inclusive not only of different kinds of people, but of different styles of wor-

ship. I love that!ò 

 

Another person shared, ñEven though this is my first Sunday visiting ORUCC, I sense the positive energy of the pas-

tors and congregants, even of the capital campaign. This church is going to explode in number!ò 

 

I think everyone should be able to make a few close friends at church, donôt you? Hopefully, weôll be able to continue 

hosting events like these luncheons and help one another work through the jitters of linking with a new congregation 

together as a group, rather than in isolation. 

Orchard Ridge Elementary School benefit at Good Shepherd on May 7  
     You are invited to come help support our neighborhood school, Orchard   

Ridge Elementary.  On May 7 from 3:30 to 7:00 at Good Shepherd Church on Raymond and Whitney, there will be a Gallery   

Night event where you may come to buy art, make art, listen to music,  and get a treat at the bake sale.  Art will be available from 

the kids at Orchard Ridge as well as artists in the Madison Community.  Money  raised will support Multi Cultural Programming 

at Orchard Ridge. If you have a piece of art to donate, we would love it!  Just bring it  to the Orchard Ridge school office on Rus-

sett Road, or hand it to Gretchen Olson or Merideth Trahan.  We will accept any family friendly pieces you have made, or no 

longer have a use for at your own home.  Questions may be directed to Gretchen Olson, Merideth Trahan, or  Lisa Schuster at   

Orchard Ridge: 204-2320.  Thank You! 


