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òSpiritually 

Alive,  

Joyfully  

Inclusive,  

Committed  

to Justice.ó 

Sunday Morning      

 

April 11  

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Rev.  

Winton Boyd preaching 

Handbell Choir 

April 18  

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Rev. 

Carrie Newcomer in  

worship 

Senior Choir 

April 25  

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship 

TRU Function 

 

Upcoming Newsletters 

 

April 21  

May 5 

Information to be included 

in the newsletter is due the 

Monday before by  9:00 

a.m. Email items to  

office@orucc.org, or drop 

them off at the office. 
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tmartens@orucc.org 

Ken Pennings 

ken@orucc.org 

Winton Boyd 
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Coming up at ORUCC 

 

April 11, 11:30-1:00 pm ï New ORUCC Friends Luncheon at 

Meadowwood Community Center after worship 

 

April 17, 7:00 pm:  Carrie Newcomer in concert at ORUCC - a 

benefit concert for Habitat Dane County 

 

April 18, 9 am:  Seeds of Next Generation Awareness Event 

(breakfast at 8:30) RSVP for breakfast required by April 11.  

Meeting is open to all. 

10 am:  Carrie Newcomer in worship 

Carrie Newcomer 

Benefit concert 

 

Saturday April 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets online at orucc.org or in the  

office. $18/$20 at the door 

April 11 th ï New Friends Luncheon 
 

   Regardless of whether youôve only visited ORUCC once or have 

been here a couple of years, we would like for you to be our guests at a 

ñNew Friends Luncheon,ò hosted by the Pastors and the Leadership 

Team, on April 11th, 2010, immediately after worship (11:15 ï 12:30) 

in the Friendship Hall.  Learn a few more names, make a few more 

friends, learn a bit more about ORUCC through this informal get-

together. R.S.V.P. to Ken Pennings at ken@orucc.org, (608) 271-7212, 

Ext. 222. Children are welcome. They will eat with parents, and then 

will participate in a special welcome activity designed just for them. 

(Nursery care will be provided). 

mailto:ken@orucc.org
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Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle 

                                Tree of Life 
Prayers: 

¶ For Heather Stevens, hospitalized at UW for 

seizures. 

¶ For our Seeds for the Next Generation volunteers, who 

will begin visiting the congregation this week. 

¶ For memberôs and friendôs attending our Spring Retreat at 

Pilgrim Center this week. 

 It is important to pray for one another in times of special need 

or joy, and also in the ñregularò times. We invite you to pray 

for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-

other a regular feature of your own prayer life. 

¶ Ruth Ley 

¶ Leslie Linser & LuAnn Greiner 

¶ Ron & Heather Lott 

Compassion Offering 
 

     Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills) 

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-

ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution. 

For credit on your church statement, on your check write the 

ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward 

your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on 

your statement. 

APRIL Compassion Offering is Aldo Leopold  

Nature Center Youth Programs 

   These days, children can be increasingly disconnected from 

nature ï caught up in computer games, preoccupied with vid-

eos, or lured by shopping malls.  The Aldo Leopold Nature 

Center (ALNC), a non-profit charity located in Monona, of-

fers students of all ages opportunities to connect with nature 

in ways that capture their interest, engage their senses and 

teach them the interconnectedness of all living things.  For 

April, Earth Month, ORUCCôs compassion offering will sup-

port ALNCôs after school programs for economically disad-

vantaged grade school and middle school students.  These 

programs combine fun and exciting outdoor activities with 

other exercises that help students become effective and enthu-

siastic learners, healthier people in every way, compassionate 

community members, and future leaders and stewards of our 

land.  Among the 400 students served are some from Toki 

Middle School on Russet Road, Stoner Prairie Elementary 

School, Midvale Elementary, and the Allied Drive Boys & 

Girls Club.   

SUNDAYS 

 Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13 
 

     Readings are sent out each week via email. If you 

would like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via email, 

please contact winton@orucc.org. 

How Can We Grow in Faith and Joy Together in 2010? 

éé.the Ministry of Congregational Life invites your 

ideas 

     As we think about the year, we are looking forward to fa-

vorites such as Sundae Sunday and outdoor worship and 

church picnic.  We also want new ways to share our joy as a 

church family and with the broader community.  

     Help us find ways toé.. 

More multigenerational experiences; 

Iinclude the physical community around Orchard Ridge; 

Support our members in times of suffering, need, or death of a 

loved one; 

Honor the earth by ñgreeningò our celebrations (we compost 

coffee grounds and minimize disposables); 

Use more locally grown foods in our parties and receptions; 

and ñYour idea hereé..ò 

     Big or small, we welcome your thoughts to grow this min-

istry.  Contact Rev. Ken Pennings ken@orucc.org or 271-

7212 or Chair Gene Dyar 271-2409. 

Church Directories are Here!  
   Please pick one up in the lounge and cross your name off 

the list so we donôt mail you one.  One per household!  Even 

if your picture isnôt in the directory you are welcome to take 

one. 

 

Needed for ORUCC Vegetable Garden 
   We need a compost bin and a fold up plastic table for the 

garden. If you can help with one of these items, please contact 

Meg Stevens at 233-6199. 

The family of David Wennen would like to thank  

everyone for the outpouring of love and support we 

have received. We are wrapped with love and prayers 

by the lovely prayer shawls we received from the ORUCC 

family. We also want to thank the people who worked on the 

reception after his memorial service. We are blessed to be part 

of this wonderful faith community. 

  Brad and Marge Wennen and Ruth Ley 

Peer Support Group 
     A peer support group for adults who have lost siblings is 

held the first Wednesday of the month at 7 PM at Madison 

Public Library, Pinney Branch, 204 Cottage Grove Rd., Madi-

son. Drop in, or for more information contact survivingsib-

lings@gmail.com, call 608-852-3193 or see Google Group: 

Surviving SiblingsðMadison, Wis. 

Thank You! 
     Thank you to Judy St. Clair, Nancy Cox, Vicki Nonn and 

Carol Prugh, who helped out in the office while the office 

manager, Debbie Bauerkemper was on vacation. 

mailto:ken@orucc.org
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Meet Long Time ORUCC Members 

STEVE AND MARCIA SHEETS  

 

     I had the pleasure of meeting with Steve and Marcia for coffee in their home in early  

February.  This was an exciting ñassignmentò for me.  From our brief encounters at church, I 

knew learning more about them was going to be interesting and fun.  They have a peaceful, 

complimentary relationship and we easily slipped into conversation about our lives, kids, and 

travels.  I canôt remember two hours that passed more quickly. 

     Both Marcia and Steve grew up in Rockford, IL.  Steve was a year behind Marcia in 

school, so they knew each other casually, but it wasnôt until they both attended Drake University in Iowa that they started dating.  In 

1961, both just 21, they got married.  Marcia taught in the Des Moines school district while Steve finished school and in 1962, they 

found teaching jobs in Madison.  Marcia taught elementary school and Steve junior high.  This was a time when teachers who be-

came pregnant had to stop teaching when the pregnancy became apparent.  When Steve and Marcia applied for a mortgage for their 

first home, Marciaôs salary was excluded from the income calculation.  You just couldnôt count on the fickle procreation factor!!  

Fortunately, they were able to secure the loan (although Iôm not at liberty to say how or where the bodies are buried) and they pur-

chased a house in the Orchard Ridge neighborhood.  Their daughter Sue was born shortly after in 1965. 

     In 1965, on a recommendation from a friend and co-worker of Marciaôs, they attended ORUCC.  They liked the mission and ac-

tions of the church.  The people worked as a community to make the church successful.  Members were responsible for all facets of 

the church operations:  youth and adult education, the indoor and outdoor maintenance of the building and grounds, fiscal manage-

ment, and leadership decisions. 

     Steve and Marcia embraced this philosophy and immediately became involved.  Marcia volunteered as Clerk, Financial Secretary 

and member of the Stewardship Committee.  She is also a 30 year veteran of the choir.  Marciaôs choir membership continues to be a 

source of social and musical joy to her and she credits Vicki Nonn and Bruce Gladstone with enhancing that experience.  Steve has 

served on the Board of Christian Education, and as a nursery volunteer, Moderator and Clerk.  He is also quite the craftsman.  When 

we started the new Sunday school curriculum, Steve made many of the small wooden figures that we use for the telling of Bible sto-

ries in the pre-K/K class.  Itôs a wonderful to tell the children that the beautiful pieces that are part of our stories were lovingly made 

by someone in the congregation.  They both served as Senior High Youth Group leaders and Sunday school teachers and they were 

chaperones on one of the first youth mission trips.  The IHN program has been so successful in large measure due to the coordination 

and leadership that Steve and Marcia have provided. 

     Their many treasured ORUCC friends have been a source of social enjoyment, quiet companionship and staunch support.  This 

ñprayer shawl of supportò as Steve calls it, was never more evident than when, at the age of 42, Steve decided to enter the Police  

Academy.  At the time he started at the ñCop Shopò, cadets were responsible for purchasing their own Kevlar vests.  A considerable 

financial investment, the Sheetsô network of ORUCC friends worked together to raise enough money to pay for the required equip-

ment.  Art Maurer, Steveôs longtime friend and honorary brother, along with others, legitimized Steveôs decision and removed the 

stereotypes of ñcops on the takeò vision that some people had.  He is forever grateful for the loving safety net his church provided.  

Although retired from the force, Steve teaches an Instructor Development Course for police officers.  (He also teaches Wienermobile 

ñHotdoggersò the skill of driving the Wienermobile and Driver Safety for AARP.  Iôm pretty sure he doesnôt use the same vehicle for 

both.)   

     They have two grown children, five grandchildren, a new home (built with their own hands and those of many family and friends) 

and a desire to see the world!  In December, 2009, they went to Hawaii at the same time the Badgers were playing there.   They 

crossed a major item off their bucket list with that trip. . . they have now visited all 50 states!  Their international trips include Ger-

many, Austria, Switzerland, and Haiti.  Marciaôs grandfather grew up in Sweden and Steve and Marcia were able to travel there and 

visit with Swedish relatives.  When their grandchildren turn twelve, they travel west with them.  They are waiting for the fifth of five 

to come of age so they can share their wanderlust with him! 

     Their interests and hobbies are varied and widespread.  Steve likes to tinker with the 1961 Willys Jeep and the 1961 Thompson 

boat he restored and they both work for preservation of the county park and trails near their home.  They love to travel, camp, help 

others, meet new people and spend quality time with family and friends.  (The ages of their friends range from 2 to 102!)  Their vol-

unteer activities extend far beyond the ORUCC community.  Steve says ñI believe God gave me this life, and my life means little or 

nothing unless I give of myself for others.ò  He and Marcia have made giving of themselves an art.   I thank them for opening their 

home to me and their hearts to all of us. 

Written by Jeanne McLellan 

Ministry of Congregational Life  

In issues of The Communion, you've read articles about our congregation's long-time members. The ORUCC members being inter-

viewed this year probably have only one thing in common. They joined our church during the 1950s or 1960s. Other than that, they 

lead individually interesting lives. Most are actively involved in ORUCC in more than one or two ways. From now on you'll read 

articles based upon interviews conducted by Bobbi Dumas, Sandra Dyar, Ginny Moore Kruse, Ruthanne Landsness, Jeanne 

McLellan and Dianne Stevens. You're invited to contact Ginny (gmkruse@wisc.edu) if you want to become one of the writers in-

volved in this Congregational Life Ministry. 

mailto:gmkruse@wisc.edu


    April

Sunday 11 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:30 a.m. New Friends Luncheon

Monday 12 6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Tuesday 13 11:30 a.m. OVER 55

6:00 p.m. Garden Group Potluck

Wednesday 147:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 17 7:00 p.m. Carrie Newcomer Concert

Sunday 18 8:30 a.m. Awareness Gathering Breakfast

Sunday 18 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:15 a.m. EnAct Group Meeting

Monday 19 6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

Tuesday 20 6:30 p.m. Youth Programming 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Bible Study

Wednesday 219:30 a.m. Quilting Group

12:30 p.m. Women's Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Thursday 22 6:30 p.m. Campaign Steering Comm Mtg.

Sunday 25 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Apr 11 John Pray, Rosemary Stare, Kathy Paulson 

Apr 18 Pat Fellows, Laurie Irwin (Linda Jones), Barb 

 Wolter 

Apr 25 Phil & Judy Winkel, Vern Reed 

May 2 Bob Ansheles ©, John Pray, Laurie Irwin (Linda 

 Jones) 

May 9 Pat Hale, Steve Sheets, Marilyn Arnold 

UshersðNeed 3 each Sunday unless specified 

Orchard Ridge United  
Church of Christ 

1501 Gilbert Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
www.orucc.org 
office@orucc.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Are you still interested in receiving our newsletter? If not , please 
mail the back (which includes your name and address), call the 
church office at (608) 271-7212, or contact office@orucc.org 
requesting us to remove you from our mailing list.  

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN AND AFFIRMING OF ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE,  
CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS. 

OUR CHURCH IS A SAFE SANCTUARY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Madison, WI 

Permit No. 1396 

Apr 11 Fred Fisher  Joyce Binder 

Apr 18 John Gilbert  Phil & Judy Winkel 

Apr 25 Paul Hedges  Brian & Rachael Lancor 

May 2 Ken Psyck  Jane Glaze 

May 9 Fred Fisher  Jim & Jennifer Jaqua 

May 16 John Gilbert  Linda Hitchman 

May 23 Paul Hedges  Bob Ansheles 

May 30 Ken Psyck  Tom Klossner 

Welcomers 

Apr 11 Racheal & Brian Lancor, Steve Sheets 

Apr 18 Jan Christian, Leah Narans, Cheryl Diermyer 

Apr 25 Charlene Gallagher, Helen Atz, Bobbi Sonntag 

May 2 Cheryl Diermyer, Steve Sheets, Lorraine Dellmann 

May 9 Dianne Stevens, Lynn Laurion, Bobbi Sonntag 

May 16 Jan Christian, Carol & Bob Prugh 

May 23 NEED VOLUNTEER , Jean Rush, Barb Hummel 

   Sound Coffee 
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@orucc.org or 271-7212 

Find Out About Wonderful Camp Experiences 

     The United Church of Christ has two camps (Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center) in Wisconsin that offer wonderful week-long pro-

grams for children, youth, and adults all summer long. There are booklets on the table in the lounge and in the Friendship Hall.  

Scholarship money is available. You can also go online for information. www.ucci.org. 

     Nine families from Orchard Ridge UCC have signed up to participate in the Family Camp that is offered the week of July 11 at 

Moon Beach. There is still room for if you would like to participate. Talk to Tammy if you have any questions. 

 

Organic Compost on Sale AgainðAnd Coming Soon! 

Father Domôs wonderful Duck Doo Organic Compost will be going on sale in early May. We will have the bags near the front en-

trance of the church. This is another fundraiser we are doing for your Youthôs Mission Trip to Alamosa, Colorado this summer. Each 

bag costs $8.00.  

 

Second Annual ORUCC Golf Outing 
Get those clubs out (or borrow some) and fire up for another Golf Outing on Saturday, June 19 which will be held at the Foxboro 

Golf Course in Oregon, WI. More details coming your way. All proceeds will help to get the youth to Alamosa, Colorado this sum-

mer for their mission trip. 

 

Considering teaching Sunday School next year? 

If you are considering being a Sunday School teacher next year and would like to learn more about this ministry come and visit a 

class this spring. Let Tammy know if you have any questions about teaching and if you would like to visit a 9:00 Sunday School 

class.  

Tuesday Evening April 20th  - 6:30 p.m. Youth Group for elementary/middle school 

                  From the Green Team 
                    Itôs April! Time to pull some Garlic Mustard! 

                If you want to find an important activity to help our natural environment, look no further than a garlic mustard pull. Every-

oneôs hands are needed to control this noxious week introduced from Europe in 1860. In many areas of Wisconsin it has become the 

dominant under-story species in woodlands. It crowds out our wonderful native spring wildflowers and spreads unchecked, having 

no natural enemies in North America. 

   During April and May, there are garlic mustard pulls everywhere: neighborhoods, city parks, state parks, nature preserves. Ameri-

can Players Theater has a garlic mustard pull scheduled for May 1 and 2 to help maintain their wonderful property. The Nature Con-

servancy of Wisconsin has a pull scheduled every Saturday in April and May from 9-12:30 at their properties in the Baraboo Hills 

near Leland on County C, as well as many other places all over the state. 

   For more information see the Conservancy website, call APT, look for notices in the State Journal, or contact Meg Stevens at 233-

6199. Every pair of hands is important. 

ñI donôt need a Driver Safety Class!ò 
     Orchard Ridge UCC will host a Driver Safety Program with instructor Steve Sheets for drivers over the age of 50 on April 27th, 9 

a.m.-2 p.m.  Program includes workbook, lecture and videos. A lunch break will be provided; a light sack lunch is suggested. 

     Pre-registration is required, contact Debbie at the office at 271-7212.   The DSP cost is: $12 for AARP members (bring 

your AARP membership number), $14 for non-members.         

One-a-Week Club News 
     Thanks to our February donors Joyce Binder (double red cell), Jeanne McLellan and Bill Rewey. Our year-to-date total is 12. If 

anyone would like further information on becoming a blood donor and joining our not so exclusive club, contact Meg Stevens 

venusipsa@yahoo.com. 

mailto:tmartens@orucc.org
http://www.ucci.org/
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              OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER  

Knitting Group  
     The Knitting Group will meet on May 3rd at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do hand-

work of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on.  If you have any questions 

please contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730. 

Womenôs Breakfast Group 
     The Womenôs Breakfast Group will meet May 7th. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top in 

February. The informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics. 

Quilting Group  
     The Quilting Group will meet on Wednesday, April 21st . The group will meet on the first and third Wednesday from 9:30 to 12 

Noon in the Friendship Hall. New members are welcome to join. For more information, please contact Dorothy Peterson at 845-

8412. 

 

Womenôs Bible Study  
     The Womenôs Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, April 21st at 12:30 p.m. in room 13. The discussion will be ñThe Mystery 

Solvedò Mark 15:16-41.The discussion will be led by Ruth Ley. We welcome new members. If you have any questions call Mary 

Lou Peterson at 238-2380. 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

    The next Bible Study will be on April 20th in room 16 from 7:30-9:00 pm. We will be reading Pages 88 to 94 from the book "The 

Psalms" by Brueggemann and Psalms 50 and 81. We use a relaxed and friendly approach in our study of the Bible, read aloud to-

gether the assigned verses at the start of the meeting and then take turns commenting on the reading. We feel it is important to re-

spect each others ideas. No one is an expert. Please join us and learn more about this group. If you have questions call Sandra Dyar 

(271-2409) or Judy Winkel (271-0481).  

OVER 55 
   The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 13th .  The program will be "Focus on the Cross".  Marjorie Bengston will be the 

speaker and is bringing her collection of crosses to display and will present a slide program about crosses.  She has suggested that we 

might like to wear or bring crosses to share also.  We will gather about 11:30 and eat lunch at noon.  Providers of salads are: Meg 

Stevens, Carolyn Carlson, Dorothy Peterson, Elsie Bach, Pat Hale, Fern Hernandez, Hope Soroos and Stan Heffernan (we need one 

more salad).  Providers of desserts are: Judy Winkel, Mary Lou Peterson, John McClung, Jeanne Garnett and Char Klossner (we 

need one more dessert).  Please call Helen Atz (276-8142) if you can provide a salad or dessert.  Also let her know if you are bring-

ing a guest so that we can have enough tables and chairs set up in advance.  

Porchlight Asks Support for Capital Campaign 
     Porchlight, which runs the menôs drop-in shelter at Grace Episcopal Church, that our church helps support, is holding a campaign 

to fund the building of two facilities to house Madisonôs mentally ill homeless citizens. A couple of longtime Porchlight volunteers 

has pledged to match contributions up to $100,.000. If you feel called to donate to this capital campaign, please send your contribu-

tion to Madison Cares, Portchlight, Inc., 306 N. Brooks St., Madison 53715. For more information, please call Sandra Dyar at 271-

2409. 

New Church Directory Updates:     Change email address for Laurie Irwin to:    laurie.irwin60@gmail.com 

ñBible for Beginners,ò led by Ken Pennings: 
ñHow do you feel about the Bible? Good? Bad? Indifferent? That is where weôll start with a two-week class called, ñThe Bible for 

Beginners.ò  No other collection of books has impacted my life more than the Bible. And to this day, Iôd rather discuss the Bible with 

a group of people than any other collection of books. But Iôve changed my mind about the Bible. Iôve given up my pre-critical na-

ivet® about the literal ñplain senseò of the Bible and have begun to listen to the Bible in new ways. I now embrace the Bible as a col-

lection of books which points, witnesses or testifies to the truth, but is not ITSELF the truth. Will you join me on  

May 23rd & 30th for this class (Room 14)? Weôll talk about why the Bible is important and relevant for us today, ways you can ac-

cess and use the Bible easily, some of the important themes of the Bible, and how the Bible interacts with itself and with the people 

who read and appreciate it. Hope to see you on May 23rd!ò  
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Boydseye View 
 

     On Maundy Thursday (April 1), 16 of us Wisconsinites gathered in the chapel on the grounds of the Retreat Center Sagrado in El 

Salvador for a service of sharing and communion.  It was quiet and tame compared to the previous Sundayôs palm procession our 

joint team from ORUCC and First United Methodist had witnessed in the streets of San Salvador.  But, for this service, I had invited 

everyone to bring an object that helped us  

imagine or explain the idea of community;  to be placed on the altar before we shared communion together.   

     As a group, weôd experienced all kinds of community building in our work and travel.  Shoveling 3 foot deep trenches in hard 

clay soil is a strangely bonding experience, as is mixing tons of cement by hand on the ground, or sharing in refreshments and fresh 

mango at the end of a long day of work in 95 degree heat.   

     When it was my turn to share my object in that worship service, I put a pair of eyeglasses on the makeshift altar.  For me, living in 

community allows me to see more clearly, to see more deeply and broadly, the world in which I live.  The glasses seemed an apt 

symbol of the gift of community in my life.  As I work with and alongside others, I am enriched.  When I listen to a young 23 year 

old Salvadoran man tell of his deportation from Maryland back to El Salvador, my appreciation for the complexities of immigration 

issues is deepened.  When I watch and listen as a young cement mason joins us in singing a Spanish language praise song, ñAlabareò 

with a deep smile and delightful energy, my awareness of how faith grows in different souls is  

enhanced.  Traveling to El Salvador with our work group was about many things, but chief among them for me is the building of 

community.  We build community with one another, with people of other languages and  

cultures and classes, and with others of good will and faith  who we met along the way (Americans and  

Salvadorans alike). 

     This remains my prayer for us in all that we do as a congregation.  When we are gathering at the farm of Lee and John Pray for an 

Easter sunrise service, Iôm hopeful we can feel a sense of community.  When weôre hunting for eggs, singing the Alleuliaôs or drink-

ing coffee after worship, I am hopeful that it will enhance our sense of connectedness to others.  When we are discussing a Java and 

Jesus reading, teaching a Sunday school class, or working at our local habitat project on Russet Road, Iôm hopeful that we strengthen 

bonds.   

     As we move more deeply into the Seeds  for the Next Generation campaign this month, and as team leaders begin to visit us all in 

our homes, Iôm hopeful that above all weôll create some new relationships, find some new connections with others, and celebrate this 

dream and challenge together with a broadened sense that we are a part of this faith community.  Weôll all be asked to consider 

prayerfully what we can give, weôll be asked to reflect on how it is we connect to the vision and mission of this church, and weôll be 

invited to think and pray about our commitment to the next generations who will develop friendship and support through this faith 

based community.  Tammy and I made our pledge to this campaign joyfully because we have witnessed firsthand the power of a 

faith community in our lives and in the lives of our children.  Weôve asked our  

children to consider making a pledge for the same reason.   

     If any of us in this congregation valued pristine buildings and fancy artwork above all else, we wouldnôt be at ORUCC.  We wor-

ship and pray and celebrate and learn in a rather humble structure.  Even with all the hoped for renovations, weôll still have a humble 

structure.  Weôre here for many reasons, but chief among them is the sense that in a often crazy life, an often over stressed li fe, an 

often struggling life, weôve found a place to sink into the power of grace and the buoyancy of hope.  I hope, as we go through these 

next few months of more focused conversation and discussion about buildings and money, that weôll never forget our core values 

emerge from a commitment to ministry, mission, and community.  I hope that if we get frustrated or confused by something, weôll 

remember that this is not someone elseôs church (their church, your church) but OUR community.  Iôm delighted that weôve taken on 

the challenge to stretch for a grand vision, and Iôm humbled to be able to do that with you all, this community.  My community.  

Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.   

Kathy Borkowski  

Ruthanne Landsness 

El Salvador 


