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“Spiritually 

Alive, 

Joyfully 

Inclusive, 

Committed 

to Justice.” 

Sunday Morning      

 

March 7 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Rev.  

Winton Boyd preaching 

Senior Choir 

March 14 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Rev. 

Winton Boyd preaching 

Handbell Choir 

March 21 

9 am Education for all 

10 am Worship, Rev. 

Winton Boyd preaching 

Senior Choir 

 

Upcoming Newsletters 

 

March 24 (note 4th Wed.) 

April 7 

Information to be included 

in the newsletter is due the 

Monday before by  9:00 

a.m. Email items to  

office@orucc.org, or drop 

them off at the office. 

 

Church Emails 

Debbie Bauerkemper 

office@orucc.org 

Tammy Martens 

tmartens@orucc.org 

Ken Pennings 

ken@orucc.org 

Winton Boyd 

winton@orucc.org 

 

 

 

 

 
www.orucc.org 

 

LENT 2010 
 

Sunday worship: Testimonies of Faith 
Testimony:  To give witness and to remind 

Through stories from Scripture (the witness of God’s people) and our own lives and, we will 

acknowledge and remind one another how we experience God.  We’re hoping that Lent be a 

“holy interruption” in our lives  to take time to listen deeply to our own lives and the lives of 

others - in order to strengthen our faith and deepen our awareness of divine grace and justice.  

March 7: Bearing witness in the face of misunderstanding (Luke 13:10-14)   

March 14:  Balancing belief and unbelief, faith and doubt (Mark 9: 14-24) 

March 21:   Bearing witness through the work of our hands & bodies  

  (John 12:1-8) 

March 28 (Palm Sunday):  

  Creation joins us in giving praise (Luke 19:28-40)    

April 4 (Easter): 

  Giving voice even when we are afraid (John 20:1-18) 

 

Additional Lenten opportunities 
 

Friday, April 2, 7:00 p.m Good Friday Tenebrae service 
Sunday, April 4   Sunrise service at 6:30 a.m.  (at the farm of John and 

Easter worship at 10 a.m.     Lee Pray) 

 
Original devotionals tied to our theme (created by Barb Hummel)   

Coming up at ORUCC 
 

March 21, 9 am:  Seeds of the Next Generation Awareness Event in Friendship Hall 
 
March 27-April 3:  17 people from ORUCC and First Methodist travel to El Salvador 
with Habitat for Humanity 
 
April 11-12:  Spring Retreat at Pilgrim Center (see inside) 

April 11, 11:30-1:00 pm:  New Friends Luncheon at Meadowwood Community Center 
after worship 

 
April 17, 7:00 pm:  Carrie Newcomer in concert at ORUCC in a benefit concert for 
Habitat Dane County 

 
April 18, 9 am:  Seeds of Next Generation Awareness Event (breakfast at 8:30) 
10 am:  Carrie Newcomer in worship 
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Wider Church Family Prayer Cycle 

                                Tree of Life 
Prayers: 

¶ For the family of Jane Anderson, who passed 

away last week. A memorial service was held on Tuesday, 

March 2. 

¶ For the family of David Wennen, who took his own life on 

Friday, February 26. A memorial service will be held on 

Saturday, March 6 at 1:30 p.m. 

¶ For Peter Fabian, husband of Ree Hale, recovering from an 

appendectomy last week. 

¶ For Tristan, newborn grandson of Dan and Jane Pettit, 

trying to get strong enough to go home. 

¶ For Meg Gaines, recovering from a second surgery for a 

detached retina on February 24. 

¶ For the residents of Chile after the recent earthquake. 

 It is important to pray for one another in times of special need 

or joy, and also in the ñregularò times. We invite you to pray 

for these families. We invite you to make praying for one an-

other a regular feature of your own prayer life. 

¶ Ruth Ley 

¶ Leslie Linser & LuAnn Greiner 

¶ Ron & Heather Lott 

Compassion Offering 
 

     Each month our Sunday cash offerings (change and bills) 

are designated to a worthy mission cause. Each month a dif-

ferent ministry is highlighted. This is a voluntary contribution. 

For credit on your church statement, on your check write the 

ministry in the memo line. While this will not count toward 

your annual pledge, we will acknowledge the contribution on 

your statement. 

 

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS) 

 
     Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS pronounced 

ñdaysò) in Madison offers a wide array of crisis intervention 

and community education/prevention programs.  These pro-

grams include a 24-hour Help Line, programming for children 

from violent homes, legal advocacy, emergency safety plan-

ning, and the only domestic violence shelter for all of Dane 

County.  

     In addition to temporary shelter, Domestic Abuse Interven-

tion Services offers a drop-in community support group for 

women dealing with the effects of emotional, physical, and 

verbal abuse by a partner or ex-partner. Topics may include 

dynamics of abuse, safety planning, self-esteem, physical and 

emotional health, effects of domestic violence on children, 

and community resources. Children are seen as primary con-

sumers of DAIS services.  Services to children include sched-

uling childrenôs advocates to go out on crisis response ap-

pointments when children are present, play groups for chil-

dren residing in the shelter, and parent/child bonding activi-

ties. 

SUNDAYS 

 Java and Jesus-9:00 Room 13 
 

     ñListening to Your Lifeò 
 

     Weôll use excerpts from this collection of writings by 

author and ordained minister Frederick Buechner. Buechner 

is the author of more than twenty novels and nonfiction 

works.  

     The excerpts will be sent out each week via email. If 

you would like to receive weekly Java and Jesus via 

email, please contact winton@orucc.org. 

Growing Food and Community in the City  

Will Allen coming to Madison 

 
     In the early 1990s, Allen envisioned a farm using low-input, 

sustainable practices and staffed by area teens needing a place 

to work. Through the years, this community partnership has 

grown to include the young, the elderly, farmers, producers and 

other professionals ranging from USDA personnel to urban 

planners. Today, Growing Power raises 159 varieties of food, 

including fruits, vegetables, animal forages, goats, ducks, bees, 

turkeys and ð in an aquaponic system designed and built by 

Allen ð tilapia and Great Lakes perch.  

     In 2008, Will was awarded the MacArthur Foundation 

ñGenius Grantò for his efforts to promote sustainable farming 

methods in low-income neighborhoods. He is driven by a de-

sire to make quality fresh fruit and vegetables accessible to 

underserved inner-city populations. He targets ñfood deserts,ò 

communities that rely on corner markets which load their 

shelves with junk food and liquor, and rarely stock quality pro-

duce.  

Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m., Atrium Auditorium, $5 dona-

tion at the door, 900 University Bay Drive, Madison WI 

53705     608-233-9774, www.fusmadison.org 

2nd Depression class-March 9, 6:30-8 pm 

 
    The first class took place on Feb. 23, and 16 people at-

tended. Vicki May, LCSW, a psychotherapist and member of 

ORUCC, did a great job helping attendees understand some of 

the types and symptoms of depression. Did you know that one 

in five Americans will experience depression during their life-

time? Chances are you have friends, family members, or co-

workers who have experienced or are experiencing some form 

of depression. Even if you missed the first class, youôre wel-

come to attend the second class. 

Thanks for Stepping Up to Help! 

 
     Congregational Life Ministry commends all those church 

members who have responded with food in our times of need, 

such as Party Gras, memorial service receptions, IHN, The 

Crossing dinners, and meals for individuals. Your generous 

response is appreciated.             Gene Dyar-Chair  

http://www.fusmadison.org/
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Easter Flower Order Form 
 

We will be decorating our sanctuary with many different kinds of flowers again this year.  We invite you to 

donate to this in honor or memory of a loved one.  

 

Name________________________________________________________________________________   

 

In Honor_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory___________________________________________________________________________      

 

 # of plants______ at $15 each   Total Enclosed $_____   

 

Check One:   

 

____I will collect my plant after worship on Easter Sunday.     

____My plant may be given away. 

 

Please return form to the church office by Sunday, March 21, 2010. 

Seeds for the Next Generation 2010 Campaign 
 

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have 

shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 

We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in 

order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to become lazy, 

but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has 

been promised. Hebrews 6:10-12 

 

Our SEEDS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION Campaign Chairpersons, Bob Ansheles, Mary Bucknell, Paul Hedges, Helene 

Nelson, & Meg Stevens are currently enlisting their Team Members who will be making the home visits with the families of our 

congregation. We need everyoneôs help so please join the campaign team with those who have been enlisted to date: 

Campaign Team Members:. 

Lu Ann Greiner    Suzanne Olajos  Sally Allen  Carolyn Carlson 

Barb Hummel    Ralph Petersen  Matt Dumas  Jane Nemke 

Ruthanne Landsness  Laurie Irwin  LuAnn Greiner  Gretchen Olson 

Leslie Linser   Ken Psyck  Sara Roberts  Richard Rossmiller 

Bernie Treichel 

 

SAVE THE DATE: In order to continue the spirit of building community within our congregation, we are inviting everyone to par-

ticipate in the Campaign Breakfast on Sunday, April 18, 2010 at 8:30 a.m. You donôt want to miss it!! You have received your  

invitation to attend one of the Campaign Awareness/Education meetings that will be held on: 

 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall 

Sunday, April 18, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall along with breakfast 

 

No gifts will be sought at these meetings. You only need to attend one of these meetings. Please RSVP to Debbie at the church office 

at (608) 271-7212, email campaign@orucc.org, or sign-up on an easel board in the Lounge! If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact Vicki Nonn, our Campaign Coordinator at: 608-798-4165 or email her at: campaign@orucc.org 

 



    March

Saturday 6 1:30 p.m. David Wennon Funeral

Sunday 7 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 8 6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

7:15 p.m. ORUCC Men's Group

Tuesday 9 11:30 a.m. OVER 55

6:30 p.m. Campaign Steering Comm. Mtg.

6:30 p.m. Part 2 Depression & Treatment

Wednesday 10 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Christian Witness & Service

Saturday 13 8:00 a.m. Yth Mission Trip Pizza Making 

Sunday 14 9:00 a.m. Education

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Monday 15 6:30 p.m. Two Angry Moms Lunch DVD

6:45 p.m. Handbell Choir

Tuesday 16 6:00 p.m. Soup Supper and Programming

7:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Bible Study

Wednesday 17 9:30 a.m. Quilting Group

12:30 p.m. Women's Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday 21 9:00 a.m. Education

9:00 a.m. Awareness Gathering

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Mar 7 Carolyn Carlson ©, Jack Christian, Pat Fellows 

Mar 14 Jerry Nelson, Barb Wolter, Jack Christian 

Mar 21 Bernie & Jim Treichel, Rosemary Stare 

Mar 28 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Pat Hale 

Apr 2-Good Friday  Steve Sheets, Jack Christian 

Apr 4 Joyce Binder ©, Jon Blanchard, Pat Fellows 

Apr 11 John Pray, Carolyn Carlson, Kathy Paulson 

UshersðNeed 3 each Sunday unless specified 

Orchard Ridge United  
Church of Christ 

1501 Gilbert Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
www.orucc.org 
office@orucc.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Are you still interested in receiving our newsletter? If not, please 
mail the back (which includes your name and address), call the 
church office at (608) 271-7212, or contact office@orucc.org 
requesting us to remove you from our mailing list. 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN AND AFFIRMING OF ALL PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF AGE, RACE,  
CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND ECONOMIC STATUS. 

OUR CHURCH IS A SAFE SANCTUARY FOR ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Madison, WI 

Permit No. 1396 

Mar 7 Paul Hedges  Jane Glaze 

Mar 14 Ken Psyck  Bob Ansheles 

Mar 21 Fred Fisher  Annette Porter 

Mar 28 John Gilbert  Paul Hedges 

Apr 2 Paul Hedges   NO COFFEE 

Apr 4 Ken Psyck  Leah Narans 

Apr 11 Fred Fisher  Joyce Binder 

Apr 18 John Gilbert  Phil & Judy Winkel 

Welcomers 

Mar 7 Rosemary Stare, Heather & Dianne Stevens 

Mar 14 Nancy Cox, Helen Horn, Steve Sheets 

Mar 21 Jan Christian, Heather & Dianne Stevens 

Mar28 Jack Schairer, Peggy Anderson, Richard Rossmiller 

Apr 4 Dick & Lois Rossmiller, Lynn Roethe (Linda Jones) 

Apr 11 Cheryl Diermyer, Steve Sheets, Leah Narans 

Apr 18 Jan Christian, Rachael & Brian Lancor 

   Sound Coffee 
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For information, contact Rev. Tammy Martens at tmartens@orucc.org or 271-7212 

Need a Little TLC? 

 
     Going through a tough time? Need a little help, support or encouragement? Perhaps youôd enjoy being linked with one of the Pas-

toral Partners of Orchard Ridge Church for a short while or longer. Simply contact Pastor Ken Pennings and share with him the kind 

of help you would appreciate. He will then link you with just the right person, a lay member of Orchard Ridge, who will seek you 

out as a friend and be available to offer you the kind of support you would most value. Contact Ken at ken@orucc.org, or 271-7212. 

Help Wanted in the Church Office 
 

                       The office manager, Debbie Bauerkemper, will be on vacation March 15 ï March 26. We are in need of volunteer

(s) to help in the office. Tasks needed are: answer phone primarily, computer work (if comfortable), and copying. Half days,  

either mornings (9-noon) or afternoons (noon to 3) for Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of each week. If you can help 

please contact the office at 271-7212 for more details. 

     Friday, March 19, noon to 3 is filled 

Looking Forward toé 

     LuAnn Greiner (one of the teachers of the 4th-7th grade Sunday School class) shared with me that the kids in her class were having 

a conversation about the mission trips the High School Youth take every year and how much they look forward to this opportunity 

when they get into High School. They see this as a wonderful privilege that our church supports and embraces and canôt wait to be a 

part of this.  

     I also this week got a note from a current High Schooler who shared with me how much she loves the mission trips. This is what 

she said, ñI really have fun on all the mission trips, they are the best weeks of my summer. The trips usually come up in all my con-

versations.ò 

     It has been such a gift to have gone on two trips with the High School Youth and see them engage, have fun, and grow in faith. I 

look forward to this yearôs trip because we are trying something new and going to Alamosa, Colorado. Alamosa is located at 7,500 

feet at the center of the San Luis Valley, the worldôs largest alpine valley. The Valley is surrounded by the San Juan Mountains  

(to the west) and Sangre de Cristo Mountains (to the east). The headwaters of the Rio Grande River are located in the San Juan  

Mountains, and the river runs through Alamosa. 

     The valley has a population of 46,190 residents and it remains the poorest region of Colorado. 19.6% of the valleyôs population 

lives below the poverty line compared to the state average of 9%. 

     Currently we have thirteen youth signed up for the trip and 4 adults. There is certainly room on the trip if there is someone still 

interested in going. Please see me to get more details. 

Find Out About Wonderful Camp Experiences 

     The United Church of Christ has two camps (Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center) in Wisconsin that offer wonderful week-long  

programs for children, youth, and adults all summer long. There are booklets on the table in the lounge and in the Friendship Hall. 

Scholarship money is available. You can also go on line for information www.ucci.org 

     Nine families from Orchard Ridge UCC have signed up to participate in the Family Camp that is offered the week of July 11 at 

Moon Beach. There is still room for if you would like to participate. Talk to Tammy if you have any questions. 

 

Pizza, Pizza! 

     Youth will be assembling pizzas on Saturday, March 13 starting at 11:00 a.m. Weôll have lunch for yôall.  

 

Bratfest Volunteers Needed! 

     We will be working at Bratfest over the Memorial Day weekend (May 28-31) once again. I need to start signing volunteers up. 

Anyone from ORUCC who would like to work a shift at Bratfest let Tammy know. 

mailto:tmartens@orucc.org
http://www.ucci.org/
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OUR COMMON LIFE TOGETHER 

Knitting Group 
 

     The Knitting Group will meet on April 5th at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. The group welcomes anyone who would like to do hand-

work of any sort while participating in pleasant conversation. Bring whatever you are working on.  If you have any questions 

please contact Sandra Dyar at 271-2409 or Karen Falkner at 833-9730. 

Womenôs Breakfast Group 
 

     The Womenôs Breakfast Group will meet April 2nd. They meet the first Friday of every month at 8:30 a.m. at Copper Top in 

February. The informal group is open to all women who enjoy conversation and connecting on many topics. 

Quilting Group 
 

     The Quilting Group will meet on Wednesday, March 17th. The group will meet on the first and third Wednesday from 9:30 to 12 

Noon in the Friendship Hall. New members are welcome to join. For more information, please contact Dorothy Peterson at 845-

8412. 

 

Womenôs Bible Study  
 

     The Womenôs Bible Study will meet on Wednesday, March 17th at 12:30 p.m. in room 13. The discussion will be ñThe Passion 

Narrative Unfoldsò Mark 14:1-52.The discussion will be led by Lyn Laurion. We welcome new members. If you have any questions 

call Mary Lou Peterson at 238-2380. 

OVER 55 
 

     The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 9th.  We will continue with a music theme.  The program will feature two of 

ORUCC's own--John Kruse and Vicki Nonn.  John will discuss Easter music by providing background stories about Easter hymns 

and carols.  He'll also comment on the interrelationships of some of our Easter music.  Vicki Nonn will accompany our singing. 

     We will gather at 11:30 and eat by noon.  Salads will be provided by Meg Stevens, Sandra Dyar, Judy Winkel, Rose Pate, Jan 

Christian, Ginny Kruse and Karen Falkner. Desserts will be provided by Sheri Mauerman, Marsha Sheets, Marylin Boyer, Lois 

Rossmiller and Helen Atz.   

     New attendees are always welcome and encouraged to come.  Please let Carolyn Carlson (273-1114) know if you are bringing a 

guest, so that we will have enough tables and chairs set up in advance.  

Tuesday Evening February 23
rd

  
 

6:00 p.m. Soup supper 

6:30 p.m. Youth Group for elementary/middle school 

 

Second Depression Class Rescheduled March 9th 

     Did you know that one in five Americans will experience depression during their lifetime?  Chances are you have friends, family 

members, or co workers who have experienced or are experiencing some form of depression.   

     Vicki May, LCSW, a psychotherapist and a member of ORUCC, will lead this discussion.  All are welcome. 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

 

    The next Bible Study will be on March 16th in room 16 from 7:30-9:00 pm. The chapters will be assigned at a later date. This 

group uses a relaxed and friendly approach in our study of the Bible. We will read page 49 to 67 from the book ñThe Message of The 

Psalmsò. We read aloud together the assigned verses at the start of the meeting and then take turns commenting on the reading. We 

feel it is important to respect each others ideas. No one is an expert. Please join us and learn more about this group. If you have ques-

tions call Sandra Dyar (271-2409) or Judy Winkel (271-0481).  
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Green Spirit Retreat Is April 10-11 at Pilgrim Center: A Time for Renewal 

 
     Winter snows will melt, and the earth will awaken to new life possibilities as spring comes.  What needs to melt and flow gently 

into your past?  What are the shoots of new green life that will grow in you if you tend them?   

Pastor Winton Boyd and the Green Team cordially invite you to a weekend retreat at beautiful Pilgrim Center April 10-11.  If youôre 

yearning for rest, renewal and re-creation, please join us for a time of spiritual refreshment.  We will enjoy time alone and time to-

gether, with God and each other in a beautiful natural spot. 

     We will car-pool to Pilgrim Center on beautiful Green Lake on Saturday morning and return after lunch on Sunday afternoon.  

The cost per person is $75 for meals and lodging.  If you would like a scholarship feel free to ask Pastor Boyd and they will be avail-

able to anyone who asks. 

     Want to learn more?  Ask any of us:  Sara Brenner (sara@blueflax.org or 242-9029), Helene Nelson (helenenel@aol.com or 

258-2546), Sara Roberts (sarie914@sbcglobal.net or 273-1114), or Pastor Winton Boyd (winton@orucc.org or call 271-7212) 

     Ready to sign up?  Fill out a short registration form and provide a deposit of $25 to let us know we should hold a place for you!  

Registration forms are available on the table in the lounge or by emailing the office or Sara Roberts.   

                       GREEN TEAM CORNER 
 

                           Choosing Your Own Green Priorities 

                           GREEN THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:  ñWhat should my green priorities be?ò Jan Christian asked this at the or-

ganizing presentation for the ORUCC EnAct group).  Itôs a good question for each of us to think about. 

None of us has our green act all together.  Weôre not experts or exemplars of environmentalism.  We are trying to take steps on a 

green path ï trying to live more consistently with our green values.  What choices do we want to make to live greener? 

Fifteen ORUCC members have joined an EnAct group to learn and support each other in taking green actions in their own lives.   As 

the EnAct book says, we have alternatives and can live in a way that more fully ñrespects people and leaves the planet a better place 

for the generations that follow.ò 

GREEN ACTION IDEAS:  Think about your next green priorities.  Is whatôs right for you now picking a couple of easier-to-do, 

environmentally-friendly actions that can fit pretty easily into your crowded life?  You know what these are ï like recycling those 

plastic bags, running the dishwasher only when itôs full, turning down the thermostat at night, etc.  Or are you feeling willing and 

able to take on a bigger project like really reducing your ñcarbon footprintò and the fossil fuel energy you use to drive your car or 

heat your home? Or advocating policy changes?  You have choices. 

     There are lots of resources and support to help you: (1) EnAct -- Visit the Madison Environmental Group at their office (25 N. 

Pinckney St. in Madison) or on-line at www.enactwi.org.   Anybody can use their resources.  They have a great little book packed 

with action steps you can take to conserve energy, waste less, save water, drive less, and eat well.  (2) ORUCC Green Team --  Join 

us in addressing our Team priorities to address global climate change; reduce, reuse, recycle óstuffô,  make greener food choices, and 

connect more deeply with God and each other in nature.  Next up: an offering of letters on a clean energy bill for Wisconsin, March 

7. 

     GREEN HELPER WANTED FOR AN EASY, FUN JOB!  The Green Team is seeking a volunteer who is willing to coordi-

nate and post a monthly calendar of ñearth careò project opportunities.  We think this would take only a few hours in March/April to 

start, and then maybe an hour a month for the summer or fall.  And no meetings!   As coordinator, youôd receive information from 

Green Team members and other sources about ñearth care projectsò organized by groups like the Sierra Club, the UW Arboretum, 

city and county parks, etc.  Then youôd put it together and post it electronically and in hard copy for church membersô information.  

Womenôs Book Group 

 
     On Thursday, March 11, from 7-9 pm, join us at the home of Mary Bucknell, 7209 Farmington Way. Please let Mary know you 

plan to come; her phone number is 828-1832, or email Bucknell@tds.net. 

     The book weôll discuss is They Marched into Sunlight by David Maraniss. There are plenty of copies available in the library sys-

tem. 

     Maraniss is an acclaimed author, Washington Post associate editor, and (sometimes) Madison resident. Here he tells the epic story 

of Vietnam and the sixties through the events of a few tumultuous days in Vietnam. All women are welcome to join us. 

SAFE Group 

 
     The next SAFE meeting will be Monday, March 15th at 6:30 pm at the home of Jerry & Bev Nelson, 5721 Kroncke, 2 blocks 

south of Raymond Rd. and 1/2 block west of Whitney Way. Call 271-1513 for more information. 

     Please bring a dish to pass. Beverages will be provided by our hosts. We will do something entertaining and fun. Hope to see  

everyone there! 

mailto:sara@blueflax.org
mailto:helenenel@aol.com
mailto:sarie914@sbcglobal.net
mailto:winton@orucc.org
http://www.enactwi.org
mailto:Bucknell@tds.net


MARCH,  2010  ISSUE  1  Page 6 

In issues of The Communion, you've read an article about one or two of our congregation's long-time members. The ORUCC mem-

bers being interviewed this year probably have only one thing in common. They joined our church during the 1950s or 1960s. Other 

than that, they lead individually interesting lives. Most are actively involved in ORUCC in more than one or two ways. From now on 

you'll read articles based upon interviews conducted by Bobbi Dumas, Sandra Dyar, Ginny Moore Kruse, Ruthanne Landsness, 

Jeanne McLellan and Dianne Stevens. You're invited to contact Ginny (gmkruse@wisc.edu) if you want to become one of the writ-

ers involved in this Congregational Life Ministry. 

Meet Long-time ORUCC Member 

ELLEN FLUCK 
 

     I'll bet the woman I will tell you about today is the only 90 + year old in our congregation that 

goes back to visit the home of her youth and sleeps in the bed and bedroom she slept in as a  

teenager!  That's in Two Rivers, Wisconsin where Ella Lillias Dicke grew up.  She's only used the 

name Ellen since 1945! 

     When Ellen was 6 months old she contracted polio which left her with one leg shorter than the 

other.  Though she had several operations to alleviate the disability, her parents would not allow 

her to go to college for three years after high school because they feared it would be too difficult 

for her to negotiate the campus. 

     They finally relented. While standing in line in the red gym registering for her sophomore year she asked the boy in front of her if 

she could borrow his eraser. No problem.  He secretly wrote down her phone number from the registration pad and called her later 

that day for a Coke date at Rennebohms.   You guessed it.  He was Paul Fluck.  They married in 1941.  Paul graduated a week later 

with a degree in Civil Engineering and Ellen the following year with a degree in Economics.  Paul earned his Phd. in engineering in 

1949 and was an engineering professor at the UW. 

     In the meantime was World War II.   Ellen remembers that during the war everyone was united behind the war effort and tried to 

do their part even in ways they weren't completely comfortable.  While Paul was in the Navy, stationed at Bremerton, Washington, 

Ellen became a Red Cross counselor for servicemen coming back from the Pacific front.  She counseled young men who had been 

horribly injured as well as families of those not coming back at all.  It was a heart-rending job.  But the image she has always man-

aged to carry from that time is the face of a young man seeing his child for the very first time. 

     Paul and Ellen  moved into their new home on Hammersley Road in 1950 with their two small children, Jim and Peg.  The young 

family lived in the basement while they completed the work on the upstairs.  The tree nursery they planted on the property provided 

Christmas trees and is now a forest. It was a young neighborhood full of young families.  And many of those Orchard Ridge 

neighbors became charter members of ORUCC along with Paul and Ellen.  Ellen has always loved this church, but her very favorite 

time was in the early years when things were getting started.  Everyone  pitched in to make their dream a reality. Ellen remembers it 

as a happy hopeful time.  That is when her feelings about religion and God seemed to fall into place. 

     Then, quite suddenly, in 1961, Paul died of complications from ulcerative colitis.  He was only 42. They had been married 20 

wonderful years.  Ellen has had a full, satisfying life since then but in a way it has been an epilogue. 

     Ellen was abruptly thrust into the role of single mother.  She was determined her children should have all the experiences other 

children have.  One year she took them on a camping trip clear across to the west coast even though camping wasn't her strong suit. 

     In 1967 she returned to the University of Wisconsin earning a graduate degree in Guidance and Counseling.  After that she 

worked on a foster parent research project from a beautiful 13th floor UW office overlooking Lake Mendota. 

     Through the years she participated in many Elderhostels and other trips including Japan, Denmark, England, and Nicaragua with 

Ellen Maurer.  One of the funniest events happened on the trip to Australia with the Arnys.  They were sitting in a coffee shop in 

Sydney when whom should they run into but Bob and Lyn Laurion! 

     Ellen is a people person. She loves all us ORUCC brothers and sisters and has a beautiful gift for being genuinely interested in 

each of us and remembering the details of our lives that we share with her.  This interest in people has also led her to be involved in 

every mission project the church has ever sponsored.  For twenty years she cooked dinners for the Grace Homeless Shelter and more 

recently has been a faithful member of the SAFE group.  She has faced many sad times in her life.  Besides losing her precious Paul 

at such a young age, she has had to watch her beloved Peg suffer the debilitations of severe multiple sclerosis.  And in August last, 

she fell down a whole flight of stairs and broke at least 10 bones.  Not good for a ninety year old!  And yet if you go to visit her at 

Hebron Oaks she'll want to hear all about you and hardly mention her own troubles.  And I hope you will go.   

     Ellen is a beautiful example for all of us of friendship, of a positive outlook, of faithfulness to church and family and friends, of 

service to others in need, of strength of character to keep on going even when the path is rocky and unknown and it's dark.  You 

could say she's a beautiful example for us of how to be a Christian. 

 

    Written by Dianne Z. Stevens for the Ministry of Congregational Life 
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